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UNITED HOLINESS SCHOOL 


In- the fall of 1973, Rev. and MrS:: 
Edward Nelson and fami l y moved to lomax 
Illinois. to pastor. They bec.ame in":' 
creasingly dissatisfied with the public: 
school syatem and felt the need o f a 
Christian education for their ' so n as 
well as other people in the church and 
community. 

During her senior year in college
their oldeat daughter felt the Iord 
wanted her to teach in a Christian 
school. Following her graduation planss 
were made to start a Chriatian schooL. 
in the fall of 1975~ 

The school has never had over 30 
students. at one time but approximately
eight different students have attended 
the school. Several heve entered 
Bible school after graduation and one 
entered the United States. Air Force. 

We have seen many students yeild 
their lives to ~esus Chriat and for 
this we are thankful. 

We feel we are able to give per
sonal attention to each student and it 
haa helped the student·s greatl y.

Rev. Nelson, ordained elder , i a 
Supertendent of the school and Vicki 
Whipple is Principal . 

During the first 3 years the 
school was operated by the Nelsons. 
without any church backing f i nanc i ally. 
The 3-ohool was named the Mississippn 
Valley Christian School. 

During the summer o f 1978 , Rey.
Nelson and other s i n t he communit y 
s.tar t ed t he United HOliness Church in 
Dallas City an d at t h i s. t ime the church 
felt that they would like to hel p in 
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the support o f the school, so they 
were inco r po rated toge ther and the 
school ' a name was changed to the 
Uni ted.Holiness School. 

Furnis;hed by--Revo Edward Nelso n 

162 




00 

** 

THE FOOTBALL TJ;;AM 

The picture of the football team 
was' taken in 1923 at Ro seville. A team 
from Alexis was claiming the North;;..,

at _. western Illinois Championship andA.::I 
-~ Iallas. ·· City' challenged them to a play 
::E~ off, vvhich was to be held on neutral_0.,::1 ground in Ro seville. We beat them very-= . - badly although I don 't remember the

2. s.core. RosS:. Johnson is one of ·the fewiii? remaining members of this team still 
alive. 
~ubmitted by Earl Rice 



SOME OF THE OLDER RESIDENTS( all gone now)
¥r ~d Mrs Kurrle. Dr. ,Eete Walter s., dentist; 
dohn Raab a nd Bil l ~it h e 

1» you r ecognize any o f these basketball 
I don't think they State! 



JOHN A. RAAl! 

Johnny waa a retired painter 
and :forner fire chief of the l8l1aa:: 
City Volunteer fire departmant~ 
Johnny was born April 15,1866, coming 
to Dallas City in 1S9 3. His' parenta 
were Germany natives. He was engaged 
in painting and paperhanging, also 
had a skilled sign painting _,and . 
artist in mother-of-pearl creationEG 
He gave these to friends and to · 
many 0 f the churcha:-, and organizatio ne.. 
He served as fire chief for thirty
one years.In 1940 he was made honor
ary fire chief. He was also a memter 
of the Dallas City band. 

C.A.KNAPPENBERGER 

Came to Dalla~ City when the 
families: came frQm La Harpein 1909 •. 
He was a very well known druggist 
for this town, which at that time 
was a pretty large tovm.He made a lot 
of prescriptions and formulas for 
people in this town. He had his own 
name for the things he made like, 
Gracey's:: Cough syrup, Hull '-s.. Liniment, 
lOOhr 'a headache medicine e-tc. The 
ledger he kept is very interes ting 
to read. 

LEWIS GALL 

Mr. Gall was quite famous- in this: 
area for his bakery goo da~ candy, 
and ice cream.He made all his: own 
-goods,and was in the building where 
Andy~s resturant is now.In the room 
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adjoining t o the reaturant he had 
an ~enagerie , with old t hings an d 
a.-tuffed animals , hornet nest s etc. 
He did not want to s el l t hese , j us t 
collected them . Befo re t his he had 
a poo l hall f or the men to loaf and 
gather in.l imagine there were a 
lot of stories floating around. 

ACE BENNINGTON 

Mro Bennifl.gton carne to Dallas 
City in1909 , there were twenty
families dame at this time. They 
came here because 0 f t he different 
outlets. They could est abli sh their 
facto r ies on Sante .Fe Rai lroad and 
the river . for outlet. They made 
galvinized chicken coo pa, waters:, 
etc , also s t eel f ence 1X>s:ts. liter 
Vb rld· War I , t hey Gould no t get steel 
so they s::-twted constructing build
ingso They built many homes in the 
immediate area, The Metho dist Church, 
Grade school and.many othera. 
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B. F. BLACK 

Iallas. City 10 st its l>ast man, 
in the· asBing 0 B.F.Bla~k~ He was 
a doc t o r, philanthroAi s.t and organ
izer , a man 0 f u nusual abili"!;y . He
was i nstument a l in making the IBllaa 
Oity.. Enterprie:e t he best newapaper 
in t h e county. By t h e establishment 
of t he pl a ning mill~ he attracted 
many n ew oit izens: to our to wn. Dlr
ing t hi s period. which was prior 
to t h e fire, dark elouds appeared 
on the ho r izons ,. for a- great slump 
om t h e. business. world waa in the 
making. Everything slowed up, un- · 
employment soare d. Ben called his 
men to get her an d a ssure d them that in 
api t e of prevailing <mnditions-, he 
was going tb o perate his mill at 
full capacity a n d, every man was 
go i ng to stay o n t h e job. He built 
up hi s stock in the lumber and 
grain a~ well. He wa a in the grain 
mill busi ness a t t his time. After 
t h e dark cloudS3 were r eplaced bY ,the 
rainbow, he did a tremendouss buS!!
iness. His large stock pile pai d 
off , fo r the man who qui t had no t hing 
to sell. The local co mmunity ra
ceived the fu l l benefit for the. 
reason that wages were not re~ 
duoed one cent. President Ga.r:rield~ 
said,"Nothing turns::, up unleS£[ 
some:bo dy makes it turn up." al;ld
Ben Black made things turn uP. 
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MARK TANDY 

Another man of note in Dallas 
City was Mark Tandy. :Eorn in 1848, 
he came to Dallas City as a young 
mane Hardware atore ann later a dry 
goo ds sto re, was run by Mr Tandy. 
Also a fO stma.ster a goo d mEmy years.• 
He was a well known sceintist, hav
ing a college degrees. He done a lot 
of taxidermy, "but ma de a speciality 
of mounting "butterflies, which he 
haC! a huge co llectio nand it was 
left to Carthage College. Mr. Tandy
had three college degrees. 

HENRY BLACK 

Ebrn in Pennsylvania, Octo"ber 26, 
1823, he was a man that was not 
afrai f1 to say what he was thinJ.dng. 
He established the lumber 'business 
here in Dallas City in 1857. Mo ved 
his family here in 1858. Was super
tendent of the Congregational church 
and Su:qday Schoo 1 for trrenty-fi ve 
years. Mr Black married Mary N. 
Bliss. lUring his stay in this torm 
he took an active and effectual 
part in the upbuilding of the town. 
Had ever been foremost in every 
rno vement having for its. o"bj ect in 
eleva~ion of society, whether it 
be in moral or educational sense. 
In 1883 he retired and moved to 
Kansas, on account of failing health. 
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.TOHN M. LIONBERGER 

Took up dentistry &~ury in 
1866,he built what is known as the 
Eelle Is~e building. The structure 
orig inally was three stories~ The 
name of "JOHN LIONBERGER" was in
scribed on the dome. Many alter
ations of the structure took pla,ce 
in t he past 25 0 r 30 years.. Pre~ 
sent 0 ccupants no w is: the Thulter 
Flo vver Sho p, the 10 catio n being 
on the co rner 0 f Oak & Third st 
reets. Lionberg er operated a race 
trac k north of the property, or 
south of fullas City limits on the 
east side of the hard road. The 
place is- noVJ farm ground, farmed 
by Ronnie Mc Ib well. 
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OIJIVER S. AVERY 

Oliver Avery was born in Ohio, in 
1817. His parents were Simeon, a native 
of New Jersey, ann Rebecca PassrJo re 
Avery, a native of Ohio. 

He came to Illinois in the fell o f 
1843 8.n d settle :" in this to wnship , 
where he resided for 4 years. In 1845, 
he marrie ;:1 Eliza J. Atherto n, 2.nO pur
chased that year from his f a ther-in
law, the tract 0 f land no Vi compri s ing 
the most of fullas City, a ll of r-lhat 
is no w the seco nd and third wards. VIhere 
is now substantial "business houses, was 
then a plum thicket. Mr Atherton, his. 
father-in-law, erected the first log 
house in fullas City( -t ~'is was on the 
first street and is no W rll:ere the 
Lumber yard has theirMo del Home.) 

In 1847, he so Id his farm 0 f 136 
acres.. in this: city to John Mo Finch and 
bought a farm from ~ohn Lane, a mormon , 
just over the line which is now furham 
township. He has made his home in t h is 
240 acre farm since then until his de
mis.e. 

Mr Lane was anxious to get out of 
·the country, as their troubl es were 
comi:ng thick and fas±. He was: a member 
of a 12 man crew who had come "back to 
cut(steal) some wheat and was given 
a flogging. 

At this time the r'lbrmon troubles. 
were thick and heavy, an,J Mr Avery had 
to hide-out in the bushes for 3 or 4 
months in order to feel perfectly safe. 
He was. a member of Captain James IDgan 
Company during the .Mo :r;mo n war which 
followed. 

He was a man of peace, and so 
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strongly imbued with the idea that he 
was willing to fight for it, it was 
such men as. he 0 f indoI1li table in<tegrity 
and s te:l:'ling worth that banished the 
Mormons from this state. 

His union with Eliza Atherton was 
blessed with 10 children, 5 of vvhom 
survive hiD. 

His educational advantages were 
limited. He never weni to school three 
months a year, but was arle to acquire 
what would now be called a practical 
education. At age of 20 years, he re
cieve d a certificate of Joseph Ray to 
t each s-c11001, and taught in Ohio. 

After co~ing to this county he 
taught a term of school for the Mormons: 
at Appanoose, and they were anxious to 
reengage him, but Mormon troutles were 
co mi ng an.:" his sympathies were agains."t; 
them. 

He was also an active participant 
in t h e Mormon troubles and was one of 
the party who whipped a g2ng of thiev
ing Mo rmo ns \'1110 were caught stealing 
corn. 

There is Duch in the life of this 
venerable old man that will prove 
interesting not only to the old sett
lers, but to the rising generation. 

He died December 12, 1901--age of 
84 yrs,7 I1l0 nths.., 21 days.. 

Dallas City Review---Dec.12,1901 
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THOMAS AVISE 

THomas Avise was born in Swe'Oe~ 
borouGh, Few Jersey, Aucust 2, 1827 
2m:] came to t h i s county '.vi th his 
fauily at the ace of 8 years. His 
f8,ther (Ued shortly after U!.ey came 
to Illino is. 

L'ir Avise L1srried M8.ry Harlm~ ss by 
t he Rev. :Fhillips in Earch 15, 1850. 
To t h i s union were born 4 sons and 5 
daughter~;. Two sonG and one dauGLlter 
preceded hL1 i -c death, le8.vinc 2 sons 
an ] 4 dauc~ters with a wife anf mother 
rrho will Dourn the irrep2.ralle 10 ss 
to them of a ~i n: hustan d an~ indulgent 
18,tlleI' . 

L:r Avise united hi;;1 self to the 
C'1-~-i Stl' ","VI C'n' Jrc'r' .-,t"- t'/)e O"" ' r ('Iro ve..l. .i. _ c., .!. 1 J.._ L. ... ... c'... IN .!. . ... tl _J.. loT 

3c1:.ool house, v.,hic11 at this time was 
i n t h e Harr i s cemetery an ~ was taptiz
ed, in Ute river in :D2vlla s City, ITo Vo 
1 867. 

lir. Avise started by the overland 
route \"lith 2.. pr a iri e s chooner and oxen 
te8J:l ..-,'i t h m2J1Y 0 t1'.: ers fro D :Eo ntoo suc 
2vn :' ,I'e-lls.s City in l'.pril 0 f 1862 . The 
£8Jnily returned by water ViE, the 
I s thmtls an " New Yor~[ City in sprinG 
of 1 86 5. 

i,ir Aviso wa'0 2. young man ~m-; lived 
in Hancock Co unty during t~e troutle
some times of the :.1oruon perio d L"nd, 
. . . +1 ,. , - j 

ll1 C0 r1:J10n Hl lIl1 l1lS eJJie:s , 1!18J:,e 2, 

C8.UDe 2,gainst the thievish depreda
tion of thst s ect and was one of the 
105 uen of Captain Io C2.n's }or:toosuc 
Co mpany; 2cnd one of the men 8t8.tioned 
in Fauvoo in tl:e ye2J_~ that t h e 12,s t 
remna nt of the 7.Iormol1s left th2.t city. 

TIncle To mmie(as he was called by 
T:l any) ivas well ::nov1Y1 eJ;10nc hi s neigh
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bors as always lending a helping hand 
to the needy. Straight dealings with 
hi s fellow men, end a tru e an~ ardent 
Chri stian. He belonged to, aD() con
tributed liberally to the Chri stian 
Ch urch of fullas City, was e Sunday 
School worker an <~ , winter an c~ suumer , 
Uncle Tommie could be dependei'! on to 
hi tch u p hi s t eai'TJ. and tak e a full 10 2-d 
to the religious exercises until dis
crepancies of heelth prohitited his 
making the journeys. 

Servic es were helo in the R:> ntoo
suc church with the cho ir from the 
fullas City Chri stian Church s ing inG' 
and the interm.1ent being in Tull cem
etery. Death carne after a protr;?cted 
illiness of several months, Decern~er 

23, 19040 
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OLDER 3ESlDE~'JT;3 

Een Lvo n8-:::' en is 0 ne 0 f the 01<1e8t 
-----~--.,
ci tze:ls .1ivine; in ill,llas City, he is 
S 5 ye8.r8 old, nas 0 n Ho Vei:10er 25. He 
'"v8.S lorn :Toveml,er 25,1888 to ',','illiam 
S. 2.n fi Sane Ash Lyo ns, in }).:"'., ~:~gs <>-U[; !!: 
J~ne had three sons, Ben being the 
youngest. His parent moved to the coun
try anJ he attended Fleasant Bill 
school, near D3.118.s City. Een ' s parents. 
Vlere hc.,,rr] nor:dng people. His father 
fought in t::',e Cicil \7ar, 8J1(~ carried 
;11121i-1:'8.11s in his hip fo r a numoer 0 f 
years, fLlally 11a(l th e;'1 remo ved, and 
died froD, g ar.gren, in 1914. Een 's 
Llo tller died in 1922. 

Ben an,"' his 'crother, Harry, built 
the hot'.s8 tnat Ben no i',,' lives. in, mak
i ng the house 78 years old. 

Ben was drafted int o the service 
at t~~l e 2.c; e 0 f 29 and was statio ned at 
Canp IbdCe, Ione, for the duration. 

One day at the lona State Fair, 
in Des Eo ines, he net Ruth Smith, 2.nd 
after he waS discharged, returned to 
Des 1bines anj got a jot at the Herr
ir:g Lator Co. I,IT Herring was governoT 
of lo ':fa at this time. 

Ben and Ruth were married in Des 
rio ines, Fetru8,ry 11, 1920. A guest at 
their nedc1inc gave them t\'IO years to 
be living together, he ':/0 ula have to 
borr dOl'in at the se 64 ye8.rs.They TJoved 
to Eurlington, la and lived there for 
three years and then oack to Des Mo ines. 
for a short Y'!hile. Ben did not 1i1ce 
it there so l:ac~l: to his home to rm, 
D3.11as City, his old stompinc; grounds, 
he was just a small to wn 00 y at heart. 
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Een \'lorl;: ed a t t~le Button F2_ctory , 
wro te insuranc e fo r Jo hn ~~anco c ~c , he 
r/as Etn account2_nt,a :~i :'i rlor::ed in th e 
Court house 8.t Cc..rthace . Duri nG t h e 
WEA, Ben was supert e ndent 0::" the ro c:c 
quarry. He joined t~:e .A.rleric2_n Legio n 
and Ruth joined the Auxilia ry. 

After Ben an ~~ Ruth C2.ue to D:tl J2"s 
City , it \vas a t h rivi::::c torm , you 
could "buy most an:rt h lLIDg :-IoU l'ic;_nted , 
there wabn't any eE1pty sto re s 011 0 2l'C 
atreet at that time . One coul d ri de 
the paclcet "boat to Eurlinc tol1, 8_Ylfl 

back, if they wanted too. ~hey al~ays 
had a full movi e house , ran e concert s 
on We c! nesday F.n :-~ Saturday niG~ts on 
the main i::i treet. Trro l'utcher sho p s 
were cro wa ed 0 n Sat. niC1-:.t . Dr Pres 
cott \-vas t h e only do ctor an~ char c ed 
$1 for office call and the sa;:ie for 
a ho us e c2_l1. 
Thi s \'las g iven 1:y ~u th Lyo ns. 

Roy S1larro\'l-Roy was torn September 15, 
1882 in rtest 1b int, 10 1'1<1 . He \'la S the 
second son of four ooys "born to 1;'lilliam 
and I da Swigert Sparrorl . On July 2,1903 
h e marrie d Ivy May Hubloard , she pasDed 
aW2.y in 1946 . Eoy married h i s rrother ' s 
widow, Orville ' 0_, Hazel Sl:::arrow i n 19 47 
an d l ived in Dal18_s City for a"bout t en 
years.He has tr!o livinG sons , D\"1iG}~t 
in Burlil)gton,Ia. and Erold in Dallas 
City; two daughters I da ShOWalt er, 
Indianapo lis, I nd ., VelmC'. Orton , 
Burl1.ngton, Ia. One d8.ughter, loi s 
Kenzler, passed away in 1981. He has 
10 grandchi l dren ,35 great- grandchil dren 
and 12 great-Great-grandchildren. 

His life 0 ccupatio n was farming . The 
last six years he has made his ho me in 
La Harpe Extended Car e Center. 
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H. R. CLARK 

JI"R .. Clark, 95years ol d, is one of 
the oldest residents of t he Dallas City
Ibntoosuc area. He was born at Adl'ain, 
I llino is , on Novenber 28 , 1888, t he 
only son of Henry and Minnie B:>wker 
Cl ark. At that t ime the land around 
Adrain had never had a plow in it and 
was still in prairie gr ass with lots 
of wild game, i ncluding pr airie chick
ens_. 


He lived on farms i n Dalla.s City

and Durham to wnshi pe unt il he Was 21 
years ol d, a t t ending rural schools 
and ]alIas Ci ty High School. Then 
moved to t he .R>ntoosuc area, where he 
no w resides . 

Mr. Clark remembers when IBllas 
City was one of t he bes t towns in 
Hancock County. The streets were dirt, 
ver y f ew si dewalks, (which were nothing
but "boards)Kerosene lights on poles for 
s treet-light s, and the big fires that 
destroyed the main street. 

\Y.hen he was 6 0 r 7, he went to 
:Db rt Madiso n and can remember street
cars pulled with a tcsm.,of mules" 

He enlisted in the Army during
the World War I and served one year,
eight months of that in France. After 
returning home, he married Nellie 
Little on Feb. 21,1920. They were 
married 61 years at the time of her 
death. They were ~arents of two daugh
ters, Mrs. Wesley(Bernice)Dunn,and Mrs 
lli nC J eanne) Vaughn. 

He ha s ser ve d on the Ibntoo Sllc 
school m arc] , town bo ard , township
cler k, and township assesso r for 15 
years. He joined the Masonic Io dge 
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when he was 21 years old and received 
his 70year pin three years ago. 

His whole life waS spent in the 
farming and Iivesto ck business, re
tiring at 590After retiring, he enjoys 
fishing and gardening. He caught his 
last fish at the age of 93, but still 
plants and tends a garden. 

JOHlJ ARTHUH SCHLIB -1;vas born in Des
Moines county, outsi de of Burling ton, 

Iowa, January 21 , 1888. In January 29, 
1918, he married Leara Laughlin, an ,: 
she passed away in 1982. They had 0 ne 
daughter , Marzela, \7ho was Idlled in 
a automo bile \T.cecko 

Art is a retired painter, CO );linC 
to Dallas City in 1926, and has paint e d 
in and outside of many ho pes in thi s 
vicinity and surroundinc areas. He no w 
li~e3 alo ne with peo ple looldng in 011 
him to see if he is in need of anythingo 
He has been a very active Masonic r::lem
ber when he was aible o 

Art is one of four ch ildren, he 
has one brother andtwo sisters. 
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ALMA KRIEG--Mrs Krieg is one of our 
o l der residents, in thiE community. 
Alma was born in Ter re Baute t Illinois 
o n March 16~ 1885. The daughter of 
Geo rg e and Sarah Ca r ter. In Feruary 
24 , 1909 she vvas united i n marriage 
to Charles Kieg , a nd t o this couple 
were bo r n t wo daughter s , Helen and 
Eth el. Helen marri e d Walter Krieg, 
a nd they l ive on the Disco black-
t o p and he has the Krieg Garage ,in 
that area. Ethel is still at home 
wi th h er mo ther, which is in Dlrham 
vicinity. Alma i s th e aIde t living 
member of the Dlrham Metho dist Church 
and is very a lert. Sh e t akes care of 
all her ovm busines s and gets. around 
with the a s sistance o f a cane.She 
h2.s 1:een a wo nd,erful mother a nd wife 
and still live in th e ho me , that she 
hE S for seveTal y ears. Walter 's aunts 
live in Dal las City, they are Becky 
a nn Margaret Krieg, an ti they can 
t ell you so me interesting otories 
of the old days. Her granddaughter has 
the Shear Delite b eaut y sho p. 
Jessie Co nwell- Jess as she i s kno wn 
to most of h er friends~ has lived in 
Dallas City for 2. goo d. "many years" 
Jess \vas 1:0 rn in No vember 10,1890, 
ir.. the Durhan Vicinity. She was the 
daughte r o f Edward and Gertrude 
Wilcox, glso she had a brother , Ted, 
rrhic11 i s deceased. Jess married Harry 
Co nwell, who was the Secretary and 
Treasurer of the Pioneer Lumber Coo, 
of Da.llas City."To this. married co uple 
~vas be rn 0 ne dauGht er, Sydney Eo sfo rd 
Hrs Nyle Ho sfor d ~ 0 f Iallas Oi ty. 
Jess i s a charter member of the 
8ittings Sandine American Legio n 
Auxiliary and has be en a faithful 
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member, also J'"ess has been very 
faithful and active member of the 
First Methodist Church. Jess winters 
in Arizona, but when she is home, one 
of her passtimes is playing :BINGO. 

Jess also had a sister, Blanche, 
she was the mother of Virginia 
Cherrill, the mo vie actresE that at 
one time was married to Clark Gable. 
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BURG HOUSE 

When Lewis Burg brought his f a:mily 
to Iallas City in 1890 , he planned hi s 
home to built of atone . Two der ricks 
were used to move the s to nes an d 
pl ace them. They were tru{en from 
the quarry that was acro ss the street 
from where the ho us e now s t ands . It 
was a dream co me true , The house has 
23 roome,i s t hree s tori es high ,and 
covers t wo ci t y l ots . Th e basement 
was fir s t use d fo r t he of f i ce of the 
Burg f actor y. So me of he rooms have 
round walls. Three f i re places , woo d
work and floors are of polished whit e 
oak. Winding s t air ways and balconies , 
make t his a very unusual home . Later 
the home was sold t o t he Schwartz 
fami l y o f Chicago. They were owners 
for a short time. 

Mr Burg died in 1926 an d his wife 
in1924. 

Aft er the marriage of Arthur and 
Ethel Black in 1920, extensive r e
mo deling waS do ne e The house wa de
Signed by a German . architect and 
resembles the great castles on the 
Rhine. It has been referred to as 
the "Black Mansion''. Mrs Ethel Black 
lived there until recently, when it 
was sold to Terry Guy. The Guy f amily 

. now reside there. These are the o wners 
of 1984. 

The Guy's are the people t hat 

have the son named Glenn, who in 

1983 had the heart transplant in 

California. At the time of thi s writ 

he is still holding his o vm and ex

pects to be home sometime in May. Th e 

people of Dallas City raised over 

125,000, for his surgery. 
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HOUSES 

The first house in Dallas City 
waS built by Isreal Atherton, who 
bought the original site of Dallas 
City in 1836 0 It was built of l ogs 
and a pproximately fif t y years lat er 
wa s covered with pine weather board. 
It was s till in use until the late 
1960 ,·s wh en the Pio neer LUllb er Co . 
bought i t a nd t h e former loomis home 
and lots. This was a t hree-story br ick 
buil di ng immediately east of the 
Atherton house, sepera ted only by a 
foot or two . It waS t h e home of t he 
former Elizabeth Rebha n Black, widow 
of the late B.F.Black who in 1908 
marri ed Lewis loomis. E. J. Marsden was 
t h e last o wner. This larg e house was 
on the south west corner of Oak and 
River streets facing the river. This 
site now used to display Pioneer 
mo del homes. 

The home of John Lionberger, on 
Route 94., south of town, on the east 
side of the road leading to Carthage. 
Here he had a fruit farm, the finest 
in the county, having more than 1,000 
frui t trees. He also fitted up and 
put' in very fine order the "Li onberger 
Driving Park" a well kmwn recrea'tion 
area where many aelebrai;ions were held. 
In 1862 he and a brother went out 
with the l18th Reg. Ill. Vol. Infantry 
as suIter and remained with them 
until they were mustered 0 ute In 
1866 he took up the study of dent
istry and uIXJn graduation he loc.ated 
in Dallas City. 
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Residen~e on west Third street is 
o£ficia1ly designated a Centennial 
Home in 1976. :Parts. of this house 
were standing in 1858 and are still 
part of the remodeled home. The 
original house was to have bean the 
home of the p:>stmaster of !Bllas 
City, George Ames. In October 1858, 
while campaigning for the rr.S.Sena~e, 
Abraham Lincoln s]eot the night as 
a guest i n t hi s home. ]bur D:>ctors 
have been among the peo ple that 
l ived and practi ced here in this home, 
Dr Cleveland, Dr. Taylor, Dr. DLver. 
and Dr. Carrillo. I n 1909 , the house 
was gutted by fire .and had to heve 
major repair . Thi s ho use no w i s owned 
and occupied 'by Che1 Young. 

The house of Chryl Barker on east 
third street is where Dr .. Vim Ecesco tt 
lived. He came here in 1882 and 
practiced medicine here for many 
years.He was succeeded by his son. 

The office of Dr. YT.H.Scott was 
on west third street in the horse 
and buggy days. 
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THE FIRST MISSISSIPPI RI VER BRIIDE 
F'r. MADISON, IOWA 

I n the year of 1872, Ft. Madiso n, 
then a town of less than 4 , 000 in
habitants, was intensel y i nt erested 
i n securing a bridge across the 
Mis sissippi Hi ver an d it vms 8,t t hat 
time a Feder a l charter waS secLrred 
for i t ' s er ection. 

The Mis sissippi Ri ver Railroa~ 
and To 11 Bridge Co. was organize d to 
construct, operate , and mai ntai n t hi s 
br idge, but i t was no t until NOv. o f 
1887 (15 yeara later) t hat they were 
able to go on with their plans. Th ey 
ma de an agreement wi t h Chicago Santa 
Fe and California r a i l ro ad who agre e
to a dvanc e them up to $6 50 , 0 00 for 
t he constructio~ o f the bri dge e 

The l ocati ng of the o ld bri dge 
an the present Santa Fe ro ad bed, 
along the wat erfront , necessitat ed 
a fil l of 200 feet i n vV'i dt h to a 
point more than a mi l e west o f t he 
bri dge, in fact, as far a s t he old 
Atl~e Lumber mi l ls , no w the Old 
English t avern. The Santa Fe pass
enger an d f r eigpt depo ts , now t he 
Lee Co unt y Historical Center , were 
built and s t i l l remain on t his fill. 

The old bridge was built in a 
way to s erve aa a wagon bridge until 
t he pr esent two l evel bridge was 
buil t in 1928. Prior to t hi s all 
travel acroas t he r iver travelwas 
by boat:.. 

The conatruc tion of the old bridge 
did ~t consume as much t ime as that 
of the new one, there being only 
seven piers and the pivo t pier,all 
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built o f rock. The bridge was com
pleted i n danuary 1888, at cost of 
$583 ,196 . When the bridge was com
pl eted, ev~ry bell in the town..was 
rung and every whistle was 10 wn .for 
40 minutes.. 

On Sept emberl,I899, the isaissipp1 
Ri-ver and Toll Bridge released all 
its property to the Santa Fe. 

Th e o l d bridge was a single track 
bridge. Heavy traffic waa handled on 
the Iowa agproach on t h e left hand 

.	side by a .single 20 foot roadway 10 
the first steel structure of t h e 
bri tlge .• At thi s point one roadway 
crosses the trac k and f rom here -on 
there is a ten foot roadway on each 
side , made of planks res ting OD steel 
bracket s .At this point where it 
seperates is. wher e t h e tollman and 
bridge 0 perator was located at all 
times . Toll for horse & Buggy t hen 
was 25~.Erior to 1813, when the water 

. was 'raised by buildi'flg the Keokuk D3.m 
they had independent right and left 
roadways . There was over 1,000 feet 
o f trestle bri dge on the Illinois 
s ide of t h e br idg e. 

Dlring t h e early part o f 1919, 
it was found that t h e Leiay J3rewing 
co. was crossing the bri dge with 
trucks weighing six t o ns. This was 
too heavy f or the s tringers and a 
lo ad r estr i ction o f 5, 000 pounds 
per axle and s pe ed of six mph wa s 
placed on the ro adway. 

Fbrty years later the construct
ion of a new bridge was a necessity, 
as the old str uc tur e was no longer 
adequate load-carrying capacity. 
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The new bridge would meet t h e nece8S 
i t y of pro viding double track, a 
mat ter import ant in handling our 
Gontenual increaB..e. in tra1'fic. Fur
thermo r e , t he new bridge waS placed 
on a new location tb the mrt'h of 
t h e old bri dge , which permits much 
better grade alignment' of t h e 81'P
roachs t han wa s po s sible in the. 
locatio n of t he old structure. 
A'. Old Bridg e 

1.Origilhal bridge compl.eted 
DeG. 1 , 1887, ao st approx.~ 
$650 , 000 . 
2. Lenght is 2,9 63 f e et, can
si s1Ung o f eight spans and an 
eas.'t approach o f 1,,036 :fee't. 
3. Bridge c aught fire on May 
2) , 1923 , four day s later ·the 
bridge. wa s restored and i n uae 
4. Bridge was t aken out of 
s..ervice. in 19 'Z7 due to t h e fact 
t hat the bri dge was :no 10 nger 
capable of ade quate lo a d
carrying capacity. 

B. New Bridge 
1. Construct ion of 'bridge 
started in 1925 and was com
pleted in May 1927 . 
2. ffwing span 532" f eet· (larges1t 
swing span in t he worl d).
3. Total lenght of the bridge 
is 3, 346. 
4. 	 Material s used, 

46, 000 aucie yards concrate 
5Z,000 l i nial f eet piling 
60 0 , 000 · bo ard feet of 

areaso ted t imberss 
17,,000 t ons struotural 

ateel 
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5. Co at in t h e vi cinity 0 f 
four million dollar s 
6. First tra i n pas s ed over on 
JUly 25, 19'ZJ. 
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RAImOADS 


Neither the Cart hage and .Burling
ton, nor Quincy and Warsaw ever oper
a~ed their r espe:ct ive rail road prop
erties.. Ibth lines were oper a t ed by 
the C.B.& Q. ~ ae l essee , until JUne 
1,1899, and, thereaft er, by de ed of 
that date, as owner. 

Ibrtions of t he line. i n Henderso n · 
county were inundated and/o r washe d 
out during t he inland f l oodi ng by
the Mississippi River i n the spr ing 
o:f 1965. Since that t ime , operation 
which has been limi ted to f rieght 
trains since abo ut t he latter part of 
1956, has been from Quincy to Colus& 
only. At thi s time most of the rails 
have been taken up . 

The C. E.&Q. was bui l t f ro m Burl
ington to Carthage in 1869and 0 n to 
Quincy i n 1870 . This is the Chicago , 
Burlingto n and Quincy ,whi ch consisted 
of t hree co mpartments , of the train, 
which was o ne , engine, passenger,and 
mail and baggage, i t held about 20 
people and is kno wn as the DOODLE-BUG~ 
It made a round t r i p, five days a 
we ek, fro m Quincy t o Burlington and 
back t6 Quincy, &:topping at all the 
small t owns. I t sto pped over in Bur
lington f or about t hree and one. half 
houra, gi ving peo pIe time to go to 
the !bc tor or etc . The conductor on 
the toodle-b~g name was , C. E.(shag)
Mourning , always cheerful and loved 
al l t he children, always having 
candy, co mic books tricks or just a 
joke t o pullan them. He and the 
do odle-bug was very much missed when 
t hey made their last tripe It Quit 
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r unning f or natura l r easons., part of 
the r a ilro ad wa shed away, secondly 
it co at too much. Co sting 812,000 a 
year and oome of this coming out of 
personal pocket s o f the people who 
used it. Th e last run was made in 
1957 . rt is truly go i ng to be missed 
by the 0 nes t ha t depende d 0 n it. 
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SANTA FE 

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 
railroad wa2 completed in 1888. It 
i s th e main line fro D Kansas to 
Chic8.g0 ~ Much shippi ng W8.S do ne in 
ec.rly days, rrhich included merchand
ise of all ;;:ind~ mail ana pass enger 
servic e. The deI)() t was "between Walnut 
and Pine street. Crossing gates, at 
three or four 10 cations, were normally 
o perate d from the sign2cl tovver at 
Oak street. Two operation of the gates 
'by operators lilere Ro Wibbell and "Socky" 
Hoskins. Tn later years automatic 
Signals were installed. 

1,r.'he:1 it was extended to Fort 
Madison, Burg factory , MillS, lunber 
comp['~1.y an d many 0 ther busines;s used 
it for shipping purpo sese The build
ing of the Sante Fe bridge made all 
of this possible~At this time it is 
one of the largest railroads o Going 
from woo d ·burners, to co al and no w 
the large 0 il burning engines. N"o w 
they have the sun roof coaches. which 
make the s c enery much more beautiful 
when you travel by the train. They 
used to ato p and pick up passengers. 
at Dallas City but not any more.They 
used to have what they called a mail 
c a tcher at the depot, which the mail 
c a r put the mail pouches on a bracket 
o n the outside of the car and when 
it went by the catcher it releas:ed 
the pouch and someo ne would pick it 
up, and deliver it to the pos-t offia.e.. 

Kansas City, Missouri, was the 
Sante ·Fe '·s ea~ern terminal prior 
to Chicago. Vii th the MiSflouri River 
}X>int for its eastern end, the line 
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was. o nly a llbridge" road toward the 
Grea t Lakes , dependent upo n 0 ther rail 
road companies for f inal perfo rmance. 
It was to el i minate the company from 
that si t uatio n t he construction int o 
Chic.ago was undert aken . Atl eas t 0 ne 
other rai lroad wo uld have taken the 
same etep had it no t l acked the mo ney
with which to financ e t h e pr oj ect. 

The policy determined for co n
struction was a straight l ine one , End 
location workers were instruc t ed to 
permit no curves for which they could 
l'lOt establish sound justificatio n. 
A s:traight line between Chicago and 
Kansas City goes about t en mi les south 
of Galesburg, and inevitably passes 
near Keo kuk, ro wa., a pYac e the com
pany tentatively regarde d as the point 
for it's Mississippi River crossing • 

. At the begining 0 f actio n, the 
Sante Fe's chief engine er e:xtra cted 
a pledge of s:ecrecy ana coo peratio ~ 
from Morse of the Kansas City stocli 
yards. Morse depo 3d.ted a check for 
,several thousand dollars given him 
bY,the Sante Fe engineer in a St Louis 
re-dep)sited the money in a bank in 

eokuk, payable to a Eooker(who hap
pened to be a Sante Fe engineer from 
!opeka) 

lboker and an assistant opened 
o tflee in Keo kuk with no nameon 


1;:b door, hired locating engineers,

t SO pledged to secrecy) and direct
4 them to emplo;y crews. and make the 
urve~. Further ~natructiona to t he 

lO.,.ting crews were tt> talk to no 
Dttt! and make reports on blank pa pEr 
'O.J' ;lOcal hotel. stationery . 
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The IDrk f ared so well t hat the 
sant.e Fe itself lifted the veil of 
eecrecy it had impos~d in Dec~mber, 
1886, by opening cons truction offioes 
in Ch1.cago and Kansas Qlty. 

After co nstriction was started 
GaleaDurg citi z ens off ered t he comp
any twenty a cres o f gr ound for it' s 
de,IX>t and yaxds_, as an induc ement t o 
route t he line. through the to "vn. 
]Ort Madison, I o wa, outbid Keokuk 
by offering right of way franchisee, 
shop. grounds and to transfer its 
bridge rights. As a result, the route 
was moved northward to pass through 
bo th Galesburg and Ebrt Madison. Had 
the.se moves northward not been made, 
the county would have two to two and 
one-half time more railroad than it 
has now.:Eoth Galesburgand Fort Madison 
pro spered, not only at once but also 
through the following years, by their 
generosity. Increas€d property values 
were an immediate consequence. Fort 
Madison becrune and remains a divi
sion fOint, and suring the steam era 
a locomotive and eqUipment repairs 
shop was located thereat. 

Had the initial plan to pass 
through Keokuk been followed, the 
railroad could have been used, for an 
annual rental of $20,000, the old 
Carneige Bridge over the Mississippi 
that was rebuilt into the present 
s:tructure in 1916. However, before 
the northerly move to Fort Ma ,1ison 
was determined, another bridge between 
Keolrukand Hamilton for us::; 'by the 
Sante Ne was deSigned. 

The first train to leave Chicago 
fo r Kansas City waS 0 n Sunday, April 
28, 1888. It has been indicated that 
the double . line was completed in 1907. 
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STEAMBO A!r S 

Names of at eamboats t hat 
pied between the ports of St. 
Louis an d St. Paul, that some
times do cked or pas ed by Dallas 
City, depending on the circumstance 
inoluding the J&S Atlee. The Atlees 
were iu the lumber business and the 
old J&S Atlee was used for a tow
~ng tug for log rafts from points
in the north. It is the recollection 
that a part of these rafts were 
logs that belonged to Dallas City
and were broken up and processed
by the mill at Pbrt Madison. The 
ooys used to go swimming off these 
ra£ts when they moored above the 
mill. As they would go in the same 
form we came into the world, the 
law required they had to wait until 
eight stars appreared in the heaven. 
One night they did not comply with 
the requirements a f the law, and a 
big roliceman ap}:eared and order
ed them out. He was too hea"vy to 
go onto the raft, as the logs
would sink under his weight, and 
he would not take the chance They
scurried to the other end of the 
raft which was 50 to 100 feet 
from the shore, SO they escaped in 
the deep water and in the darkness. 

Ana ther steambo at was the 
Diamond Jb uperated 'bet' een St. 
Paul and St Louis,this steamline 
owned a fleet of packets. They had 
both stern and side wheelers. A 
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regular seasonal schedule was 
maintained for delivery of all 
kinds 0 f freight t o and from the 
to wns and to all IX>rts i n between. 
Every man and his dog h i ed do wn 
to the r iver fromt, espec i ally on 
a ho t,. cl ear summer night, to aee 
the negro rousetabouts who ran up 
and do wn t he gang plank, singing 
songs with loads of freight on thei r 
heads and backs while unloadi ng 
t he cargo es . The DLamo nd J"o bo ats 
were ev~ntually acquired by the 
Streckfu8 steamboat lines. 

Some of the children would 
go out in a skiff and into the 
channel Ll i d';-,'c.',y t o 10 1;;: Island 
and plunge from the skiff into 
t he high waves made by the wheels 
of the big packets~ It was a great 
sport for the boys.. 

Smaller craft, utilized in 
the handling of freight , passenger
and excursions were the Ot tumwa 
Belle,. Eloise, and other vessels .. 
The Eloise and Ot tumwa Belle were 
o wned by Samuel Atlee. One of 
t h ese boats was chartered by the 
Dal l as City Enterprise and the 
paper gave a free excursion to 
it' s subscribers.. It was an elab
orat e aff air, attracting many 
peo pIe from surrounding to lIms, 
creating good will. Ol d timers 
who are still living remember 
the Enterprise excursion. 
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THE FIRST AIRPLANE 

JUST MAIN STREET 

194 



FIRST AIRPLANE FLIGHT 

Shortly after World War I, about 
1920 , the Dallas City Co mmunity Club 
sponsored one of the greatest events 
i n t h e history of Dallas Oity---1fue
firat airplane flight . 

The flight was mad e by t wo French
men, vet erans of the war, who were 
t ouring the country and giving ex
hi bitions. They were pai d $500 f or 
t heir ser vic es, the chec k being 
presente d by the secretary of the 
c lub, Claude lli ty.

Th e flight took place where the 
old Standard Station WaS l ocated. 
Atth e,t time it was a vacant half
lot waS owned by the city. The auto
mo bile was no t yet a common house
hold item, but in spite of poo r 
ro a ds and difficulty of travel, t h e 
event attravted over 10, 000 people.
They c ame from everywhere. Theyline d 
t he s treets, t hey were on t he river 
front , the to ps of buil ding s , even 
in t he t rees--any where they could 
g et a goo d vie w. 

The day waS bri ght and sunny,
and id eal i n all respects. Local 
men helped to push the plane and get 
it s t arted, formi ng a sort of human 
roa way. The plane was crude look
ing, resembling a crate thatohed with 
bailing wire . But none the less, the 
Frenchmen made a beautiful flight 
cir cling the town four or five times. 
In later exhibit ion, both were kill
ed. In 1935 the property from which 
the IBl las City flight took pl'ace 
was sold to Standard Oil Co., for 
$5, 000. The oil Co. remained here 
until 1970. It i s no w owned by the 
Dallas City Bank. 
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SOME THINGS 


Out 0 f the "boo ks ; 

5/24/1860-A program to aid the poo r 

was set up 8,:u<l Dr. T.C.J?atter so n,waSi. 

appoi nted t he fi rst one to a i d in 

poverty . About t he same time P.H. 

A~e2, TIro L. W. Landaker, anc Daniel 

Bal ,":rin \:e1'e 2~)J.oi l1te:-' f r th e 

bo ard 0 f health . 


Another early o rinanc e was that 
every able bodie d rna e per so n , re
siding within the city limit s , over 
the age of 21, an z: under age 55 , shal l 
preform at least three days labor on 
the roads 8,nc1 streets This was plac ede 

in the City ordinance on r'iay 21;-1959 ~ 
and according to record s it was kept 
in force, and a time of labor was 
planned for each male resident. 

6/15/1860-Liscense to operate Grocery 
and Liquor stores were very popular 
and these businesse2 were always 
assess~ed a fee. 

5/12/1862- That the term or words able 
bo dies~ in the oridnance tefore, m.eant, 
all male persons over the age of 21 
and under 50, or who were no t able to 
do an ordinary days work, are al"'le to 
payor hire 0 thers to do so. The pay 
would be one dollar a day, for each 
days work on the streets, road or 
alley, of said city, provided t h e 
sllm total of not to exc eed $1 5 per 
annum . On motion-That every able bodied 
c1tizen shall be liable to work o n 
streets , alleys, and ro ads, in.. Dlll as 
City, three days. Carrie d. 
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8/ 10/1863-Tro uble develo ped vii th t h e 
running o f shoats and hogs in the 
streeta.An ordinance was issuea that 
all hog s and sho at s l ound r unning 
at large after t he a 'bo ve dat e, within 
ci..ty lirnit5.., shall be picked up by the 
city marshal and sold t o t he highest
bidder. The owner shall be given 10 
days notic e , before t hey are so ld• 

11/18/ 1863-It is agre e d to build 2 
priviee at the school house . Two 
people were appo inted to super vise 
t he project . A labor bill for $8, 
$14. 34 for bo ards and planks, $9. 68 
for additional lumber, for the privies , 
Thes e bills were paid. 

There was a petition presEnted by 
2 people , t o the council, regarding 
t he sale of spiritious or malt liquor.
I t was discussed at t h e meeting as 
to what should be done, and later was 
later presented to the citzens of the 
city, fo r further discus sio n. 
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Vhen farmers took stock to the 
stockyards to s ell, they drove them 
from home and down main street through 
to wn and to the yards.. Thay had no car 
at that time, just horses and wagons,
and in the Wlnter time, be bslec1s. The 
roads were either dusty or mudd;}r. 
They would a lot of times get stuck 
on main atreet and have to get the 
horses to pull them out.In the summer 
t ime they used to have a sprinkler 
wagon a nd wet down the street:::. 

There was a well o n the corner 
iThere Lieurance's s.tore is now, with 

a tin cup hanging on the PUlilp, for 
you to drink out of, :Lf thirsty.. 
Later there were several more wells 
drilledo Most of them being cisterns. 

Milk was delivere d by t he buckets 
and oul d be dipped out at 1 0 0 a 
quart, and 150 for a pound of butter. 
Later on t h ere was a milk ro ut e , with 
dif f erent people deliveri ng , house 
to house . 
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HOUSEKEEPING 

Our first pi oneers , coming from 
the south or easi; in covered wago ns .. 
brought only the mo st necessary fur
niture, tools , an n ho usehold nee ds. 
A large kettle, wo oden tub, i ro n 
skillet, a s t oneware crock or t wo 
were perhaps all the househo l d wares 
and it ha d to be us ed all t he way, 
for t he trip took many weeks and 
coo king and washing had to be done 
by oampfire. Provisions of salt pork,
beans, flour and molasses were eked 
out with wild game and berries. When 
the newcomers got to where they were 
going, they lived in the wagon until 
thay could get their cabin built. 
Kee_pong house in one large room waS 
simple, but not easy.

Even though it seems rough, they 
s,till came. There was no mill cIa s..e 
SO at fira-t they had to live a 11 hog
and hominy. Hominy was made by soak
ing corn in a lye so lutio'n, made from 
wood ashes, until the hulls rubbed 
off. It was then cooked and ate rvi;th 
milk or molasses. Corn bread, corn 
mush, game such as deer, squirrel, 
rabbit, prarie chicken, quail,and
wild pigeons, wild berries, persimmm 
and pawpaws added to the variety of 
food. It is surpris..ing what you 
aan do with a kettle and skillet 
over a 0 pen camp fire. 

Clothing was simple, homespun
linseyand flannel;it was long wear
ing, required little care. The com
ing 0 f railro ads and steam po wer 
lovely furniture and muslin and 
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calico became SO cheap tha t s pinning 
a n d weaving except for rag-carpets . 
b ecame a thing of the pas~ .P.retty 
di shes could be trade d fo r eggs and 
butter, kero sene l amps , were con
sidered dangerous at f irst, but 
proved superior. 

In the a ll good Am erican homee~ 
the week 'began with Mo nda y as wash
day. In lo g cabin days the 'water had 
to be carried from the creek o r 
springand heated in the large kett le 
over the open fire~Ih th e days after 
the Civil War, mothers day started 
by getting up at 4 Ar.1 a nd cleaning 
the ashes out of the cook stove and 
Da.d vlrestled with the heating stove. 
Then the boiler was put on the 
sto ve and filled with the water from 
the well. Sometimes this was done the 
ni ght "before, SO Mother could get a 
early start an d beat the neighbors. 
Nearly every fawily had a cistern 
so they could catch rain water or 
had a rain barrel at the corner of 
the house. When you would dip out 
of the barrel, you would hit 0 n the 
side of the barrel so the mosquito 
wigglers would go to the bottom, 
and you would not get them in your 
water.:Eoth wells and cis_terns had 
chain l')umps, the pumps chain was 
turned overa s piked wheel and had 
rubber buttons every few feet that 
lifted the water up a tube which 
extended almo st to the bottom 0 f 
the well. Vf.l1en the toiler was filled 
" , 
homemade soap VIas chipped, into the 
water. Breakfast of Bacon, Eggs and 
Hot Biscuits were cooked and eaten 
in a hurry, so the~r could get .to the 
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washing. After breakfas:t was 0 vel' and 
the ~;:ids off to school, the wash 
water was transferred to a tub that 
was sat 0 n a bench with ano ther tub 
filled with water for rinse. White 
cl0 thes were co iled after the spa t2 
""ere scru1'ced out on the wash-'tDard. 
Then they '.'lere hung out on a line, 
whi te in the sun, co lored in the 
shade, because the pastels would 
fevde ou t before the material was 
worn outs \'lashing took all morning 
and sometimes longer . One washing 
machine that really \'laS po pulaI' was 
the 0 ne woo den 0 ne 0 n woo den legs 
and a do lly attached to the lid. The 
sheets I;vere taken off the line and 
put right bacle on the beds. Bed 
maldng in the old days was an art. 
There were no springs, just 1'0 pes 
th&t held straw-ticks 0 l' feather
ticks. The lower tick filled with 
straw and renewed every year after 
thrashing .. Cornshuck-ticks were 
sometimes used. On top of this was 
feather- ticli:s filled with goo se 
or chicken feathers, goose was the 
choiceoEvery mother usually supp
lied her daughter with a feather
ticl;: when she got married. Farmers 
alwayc leept geese for the feathers;, 
they picked them in moulting season 
so it didn't hurt so bad., but the 
geese did not care for it any time. 

Now it time to do the chores. 
The children coming home from school 
helped in gathering eggs.,feeding 
the chiclcens, filling the woo d box 
behind the cook stove from the woo d 
pile in the back yard. Before dark 
t he lamps had to be f i lled with 
kero sene and chimneys po lished. 
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Tuesday was iinO ning day.e Eo w 
this was done on a fireplace is hard 
to imagine, but with co o ksto ve cane 
the sad-iro ns, 0 ften given ['.VlaY \vi th 
the purchas e 0 f a sto ve 0 To heat them 
properl:r you pu t them on t Ile cool;:: 
stove , you spit on )D Ur finger and 
touch the iron ver y carefully and 
from the sould of the hiss t yo u can 
tell if it is too 'ot or 1'lo t hot 
enougho 

The coming 0 f tl;. e sevvinG machine 
in 1860 's made ironing a rea l o11o re o 

Cheap muslin was ~ade ~nto _tucks 
and ruffles o I n VlctOr~an Ci2,YS no 
nice la/;y left the house Hithout two 
si;arched muslin pettico ats p trirJfJed 
with lace and t ucks oA f amily with 
several teenagers would hB-ve a 
who Ie line full 0 f t hes e oj-llo Yling 
urunention2J::,les 0 plus um1: rella drarr·-. 
ers an d frilly dresses with flounc 
-i Y1p' T1"e8e . . vrere v~c\"Y', ';-1.. \y. - bp.a-.ry

oJ '" ~-'c; ·t.Jo..."T__ ,r.l') ",,;
........ "J--1
...L.. • .!C? (" J. . ,,_ ..... .L 

ane! made a days ~1"0 n~nC 0 

Wednesday an d Thursday brought 
two other week l y chore s , b8.~~i ng and 
churning , which were do ne tVlic e a 
week" Sponge vvas s et out th e night 
b efo re by mashing a po tatoo that had 
'been bo i led 9 in a quart 0 f water and 
adding a little flo ur and a yeast 
c a ke , or a-tarted f rOIl.] th e l a st 
batch of br ead. I f kep t in a war m 
plac e over night it was b.1Clly by 
morning and was then poured into a 
dishpan of flour and stirr ed and 
kneaded into a large mass of 
dough . Children coming hon e from 
school reli~1ed thi s hot bread. 

Churning "Qutter waS done ~"Ol!l 
milk that was po ured into a croc~= 
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and allowed to set until morning 
and then the crea1l1. that raised to 
the to p, would be skimmed 0 if, and 
put in a container until they had 
enough to churn. The skimmed milk 
was fed to the hogs~The first churns 
were woo den and had a dasher which 
passed through the li d. After a 
while,half-hour or so there would 
be littlE lumps of butter collecting 
and then you take a woo den pad,lle 
and work the butter. Ad d a little 
salt and work some mo re, you could 
pu t it in a mould or a croc k and 
put it where cool . Some put it on 
a shelf or in a bucket and lowered 
it into the well, do wn to the water 
l eveleThen you have the buttermilk 
which they sol d, drank or fed to 
the hogs. During t he last decades 
thetrend has been to market t he 
whole milk or to go out of the 
diary business altogether. Many 
farmers eat oleomargine ann drink 
and use canned milk or powdered 
m lk. 

Seasonal chores occupied the 
week days all the year around, from 
early gardening in the spring to 
but chering in the fall and late 
winter. The men folks plow the 
ground for the gardenc and then 
the women take it fro[~ there . 

SOap-making was usually done in 
t he spring vvi th surplus fats from 
cooking , but sometime2 cracklings 
from lard-rendering Vlere used after 
butchering. I n t he olden days they 
saved the woo 0. ashes and water 
wo uld be poured on them, which made 
a lye solution, t he lard or fat 
\~uld be melted in the large kettle 
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over an open fire outdoors..The lye 
solution was poured s lowly int o tre 
heated f at and the Dixtt~r e bo ile d 
until it thickened into SO ap. Some
t i me s.. salt was a dde d to h el p t he 
t hickening. This was dark an d smelly
but when Lewis Lye came on the 
market ~ the a sh bucket disappeared 
an d the se ap was snow whit e when 
made t he sama way. Soap WaS poured 
in pans and when hard cut into 
cakea. Many smal l chi ldren were 
scal ded when t hey would fall into 
the soap vats or they woul,1 over
turn and peo ple would be s.calded. 

Spring hou s.e c l eaning came 
i n late Apr il or May when the 
weather settled. The stove was taken 
down in t he parlor and the pi pes
cleaned and all stored in t he back 
bedroom , attio or in the shed until 
fall.Sb metime t he kitchen stove 
would be t aken down and put out· in 
the summer ki tohen, one large room 
attache'd to or near the house, so 
the houae would be cooler in the 
summer. Carpets were taken up and 
hung over the clothes line and 
beaten with a wire beater, until 
all the dust was gone. So me of the 
t'een-agers oould beat off their 
frustations this way,taking some 
of their t ime away from them for 
this ohore.Under these rugs a lot 
of the t ime there waS s traw or 
aeveral layers of paper, to keep 
the floors war m in the Wint er, 
this woul d have to be cleaned up, 
while the carpet is up. Old floors 
wer e made out of the rough lumber 
!30 as it dried out bi g crack woul d 
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form and would let a lot of air in. 
Fall cleaning was :no t as stren

ous. The stove had to be bro ught in 
and blacked and the elba ws had to 
be f i t t oget her , pinched fi ngers, 
and language tha t children shou.ld 
not hear. Believe it or not} there 
were l:a nd 0 perated vacuum c l eaners 
in t he early 1900' s bo t h cani ster 
and upright t ypes. They were pump
ed by a handl e , and it took between 
three to f our hours to clean one 
small carpet, but t h e amount of 
dirt that waS i n t he bag, showed 
that even s lo w they wer e efficient . 

No w we have t he electri c 
vacumn a nd all we have to do is 
to go to the store an d buy our so ap , 
our heat is in a f urnace wi t h f orc ed 
air, and t hen we think we have i t 
bad. 

Canning an d preserving food 
for wint er took much of the house
wifes time in sUIIlmer beginni ng 
with rhubarb in t h e spring , straw
berries and oherries in June and 
winding up with meat .In l og cabin 
days everything wa s s trung up and 
dried.All f r uit s and tomato es could 
be 0 pen kettle coo ked , and tasted 
almost f r esh all wint er. Bef ore World 
War r sugar was cheap,twent y- five 
pounds f or one dallo r , but in 1919 
it jumped to twent y-five doll ars 
ahundre d pounds , t h en again it dro p
ped down to eigh t and ten c ents a 
pound. Aft er the t urn of the century 
and aft er the World War T, if you 
bought a 10 t of canned goo ds, you 

were considered shiftless. Some 

peo pl e lived near the cities where 

t hey could get ice and have fresh. 
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Butchering came after the weat her 
was co ld enough for t he eat to keep 
ana. ne ighbors o f ten helped each 
other in the dreaded task, and was 
glad wh en it wa s a ll done. the hogs 
were drove to t h e neighbors or 
brought to yo ur place and penned 
up. Then one of the farmers muld 
s.tun or Ehoot the hogs and cut the 
throats and lei; them bleed out good. 
Then the carcasses were dipped in 
a barrell of scalding water and the 
hair was scrapped off. Then hung on 
a tree limb and the vi&cera remdved 
The liver and hearts were saved and 
sometimes the small intes+.ine were . 
cleaned and scrayed for sa ss:ge 
casings. All the fat QU. 0 f and 
put in a large i_ n kettle to be 
rendered for lard Vlben ",he crack
lings were brown the lard WQS pour
ed off into large tone jars.Hams 

shoulders, and side were ct~ed ~th 

salt and then later smoked. Everyone 

had a smoke house, a small b1ll1d

ing w1th a brick or dirt floor, and 

the meo.t was hung from the rafters 

and a fire was built in the center 

of the room. It was built out of 

hickory chips as a rule~ 


The work week ended with Sat
urday, when the whole ho us:e had to 
be oleaned and enough food cooked 
-"'or SUnday and Monday. Pies and cakes 
had to be baked and with no oven 
regulator or thermometer. Strlurday 
nigh t was b~h night unless the 
fami ly went to to wn to trade, ~hen 
Saturday afternoon was bath time. 
Wa ter was heated on the cooksto ve, 
and the family taok turns cathing 
in the washtub in t he k tchen. 
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Sunday was no t a day to sleep 
late but to rise early and get t he 
chores done, the chicken dressed, 
and get ready for church and Sunday 
Schoo 1. Sunday dinner was cooked 
after retvrning horne and was usually 
eaten about 2:00 0 tclock~ SUnday was 
a day for frunily visiting. The after 
noon was spent s...i tting in the parl or 
while the children played in and out 
of the house. Teen-agers gathered 
8~~ound the parloT organ and sang . 
Many people did not cook supper o n 
Sunday evening as this waS t he o nly 
Sabcath the housewife had. Aft er this 
day 0 f rest everyo ne was ready fo r 
the next work week. 

"Waste no t, want no t" was a 
favorite motto in the old days. 
Everything found a use. Clothes were 
made over and wore until they were 
vvore out and in rags~ Outgro wn baby 
clothes were put away f or the next 
arrivals$ Flour and sugar sacks were 
used to ma};:e underwear, and little 
girls were learned to hem salt sacks 
for hankies. Nearly all foo d that was 
consummed vvas raised and processed 
on the farm. Hogs and chickens took 
care of the garbage, and there were 
no dumps for a problem that we have 
to day. If depression should return 
again, we wonder if we would retum 
to the level-headed thriftiness of 
our forefathers. 
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FARMI NG 

Any time after March 1, weather 
permitting , we would start t h ee I-row 
cultivators to s tir the soil. Next 
the oats would be sowe d bro adcast , 
and then covered by l 2foo t h arrowEr, 
each pulled by horses . Usually one 
harrowing would no t oover :the oats.., 
so we would or iss cro s.s until they 
looked like they were covered. The 
f armers always.. walked behind the har
rows, they would never think o f rid
i ng.Cl over see d would be broadcast 
between the harro wings. Not a cornsihlk 
was ever burne d or removed, ~they were 
t trrned back into th e soil. Th ey were 
bro ken off by dragg ing a pole over 
t hem in the wi nter time, the colder 
t he bettfH'. 

Af'ter oats:, corn plowing began.
Th e farm er s wo uld get very tired 
follo wing t he walking plow~ and walk
ing i n those narrow rowa-Th en rork 
do '{m th e gro und wi th a harro w, di se 
had no.t appeared yet. The corn planter 
was sort of crude , it would drop the 
corn then you would have to go along 
and co ver it up.Then when you would 
get through it was time to harrow the 
first field. When the harro wing was 
done a nd t he co'rn would jus..t be peek
ing through the ground, you would 
.walk with the ana row cultivator. 
Then they came out with a riding 6ul
ivator, and t hat was a treat. 

As. soo n a s.. t he corn was laid 
by carne oata cutting time.The oats.. 
were cu t and tied in what we call ed 
a shock of oats. or wheat. 
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There was a machine used for thresh
ing it was fed from a ne side and fO w
ered 'by eight hors_es~ which were hit 
ah e d to th e end S 0 f 10 ng 1::0 1 e sin 
tearna of two.! man stood on the center 
o f the power mechanism and drove the 
ho r sed r ound. and I'ound·, stepping over 
the t rundle ro d each time" This ro il , 
u Slla11y c alled"tumbling ro d~ carried 
t he power to the c ylinder 0 f the mach
ine which s:eparated the grain from 
the atra w.It al so c leaned a nd emptied 
t h e grain i nto half- bushel co ntainer 
a nd thi a was the vvay"-t hey- to Id ho \<v 
much they had harvested. The machine 
had no 8tacker , s.o the s t raw was 
hauled away from the machine v'li th a 
pole , with horses at each end~ 8.l1d 
two men pitched it on a stack.. 

After threshing c~~e corn c utting. 
Th ey would cut the cornstalks \~"ith a 
corn knife and stalked or shocked t he 
corn. Then hauled into where they wo uld 
fee d. So me 0 f them wo uld shuck 'by hand 
and the horses wcul d follow a lo ng with 
the farmer, as they aeemed to k now 
what to do . I t was sto red in co rn crios 
an d fed out .of there . Where ever you 
fed the c attle there would be hogs; 
an d they got what the cattle dropped, 
SO no t h i ng waS waa-ted . Th e stalks.. 
were even~used ' for bedding . Corn 
husking was uaually finished by Christ 
mas i f at all po 8sib1e. 

I f you had very many head of 
cattle, and sold them, t he day after 
they wer e shipped you were kept busy 
aleaning 0 ut the barn and hauling 
manure . This. was Sflread 0 n the fields 

'--aYm garden~ 
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Even the chicken house~ had to be 
c.leaned and the manure take n out too, 
but hauled to the fie l ds and not the 
gardens as:. it would burn t h e garden, 

~ ~. as. the old saying was. r h ave seen 
A.:::::S this happen , t he garden loo k r~~l goodO'g
:eo and then t h e l eaves. ~uld turn just 
-= l ike they wer e burned~I»:::::S_c No w everything is so mo dern. 

that I'm sure i f our anceatora couldE!. 
~ see they would no t beleive the changes:.. 

and Teally would no t know how to do 
aT run the machinery we have. 

Broomcorn , from the v er y be
ginning found its way into indu stry 
as it was "badly needed in the making 
of brooms s The broomco r n was drille'd 
in rows similar to that of corn, 
eith the sBed growing in a cluste~ 
at the top. Just befo r e the r ipen
ingof the seed the broo mcorn was 
tabled. This was: a process whereby 
tvlO rows VleTe broken about f our f e et 
high and lapped ONer each oth er, 
with the heads hanging do wn 0 n the 
outgide of the row.The CO Tn stayed 
in t h is po sitio n until it was cured 
dried, at which time the heads were 
cut off, taken to a machine where 
the seeds; YveTe koo cked off nad the 
broom saved for brooms. making . 

Practically every farm, at a ne~ 
time or another, would raise sorghum 
cane. This was planted in 1"0 vrs in the 
spring and cared for similar to co rnn 
Befo re the fro st came , vvhile still 
green, the cane was si;ripped , cut, 
headed. and taken to a c ane mill. 
The juice from the s talks was extrac
ted by big presses o The juic e waS then 
put in a large vatsand cooked until 
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Lts density met the requirements. of 
tho $e owni:ng the cane or the one 
cooking i t.Often this. t ook many hours 
and the old saying that when the 
bubble:S got a big as a cows eye, it 
was ready to s:.et off and cool- This 
was ready to put into co nt ·ainer s- J 
when cooled. The pans were 8 feet 
long 4 feet wide and 18inc11es deep , 
and befor e they got them ready f or 
another ba t ch , everyone gat here d 
around and ~lickedn t he pan which 
waS a treat. 

Tabacco, usually of the long 
green vari ety, was SQ1Ived on the sp;>t 
where a brush pile had been 0urned o 

TID mo nths later t he young plants 
were s_et in rows in the fields. In 
another two months the first leaves 
were ready to harvest, an d in some 
c as_es there would still be leaves 
to harvest after another t\'vo months 
perio d. The tabacco seaso n, there
fo re , was 2.1mo st a year aro un d jo b. 
Caring for the cro P u f;ually had to 
be ho ed and as soon as the worms 
appeared they had to be taken off. 
Wflen the tabacco reached a certain 
atage it was harvested and hung in 
the barn, where it was made into 
l ong twists and could be used for 
pipe or ohevling. Women sometimes 
purchas,ed the tabacco to put undEr 
t he rugs to keep the m ths away. By 
many of the older, they thought 
tabacco had a medicinal purpo se, 
ann when you had a wound in the 
flesh, often times would take a 
Chew and lay it in the wound, to 
help healing. 
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The raisinc 0 f flax \7"raS a must if 
the \'10 ill en \'/ere to have t heir linse~T 
dresses and the Den their jeans. The 
spillGinG wheel was used to spin flax 
and r/ool. The LIen rreeches were made 
out of the left over ~aterial after 
t:J. 8 tetter \7aS t8.ken 0 ut fo r tl10 
women . Eo th the linen an.:1 the woo 1 was 
dyed. ~'he \'.'001 had to "ce dyed \'Ii th a 
liqui d made froLl the bark of t he 
w8.1nut or butternut trees. The f8Ifi 

iliar color of t he clothing waS brown. 
The :f18.x had :,10re of a variety. Warn 
r € (J8 \'ieJ'e made by be iling SUElac berries 
tile rro VillS froT:! rark 0 f the vlalnut 
chestrmt, or black oal;:, and yellow 
fro lll peach or h ic lm 17 b2.rk . Oal: ane1 
Kaple made shades of purple, ce dar 
terries a delicate gra:/ , indigo for 
t:!. e l 'lues. A great des;l of l al'Or went 
into m8.~dn[ clo thes years aco and waS 
t a:;:en c are o:f. 

:-Io ne~r was fo und in ['.l mo st ever:'I 
home 2.11:] use,: 2. c;reat deal in cooking. 
The firs t settlers obtained a great 
deal of their hone;:"T l:~T cutti ::1g a 'tee 
tree in tt.e forest 8.n ·:'1 plc.cine ti.le 
S.Yla rm in 2, HOO c:'en co nt ainer , sO:-letimes 
2. lar;e hollow lo g , nhere the honey 
could "be harvested am1u8.11y . P:-y t he 
late 1880 ' s beel",.ives ox: .::! SrT2vrrlS of 
bees were part o:f every f2vr"11. To <lay 
our :f8.r~JerS t h2.t have bees rel~T 0 n 
Dandant :Gee Api8.ry 0 f Hamil to n, 
Illino i G, rihicll i s 01'2 0 0 f the larzest 
in the rrorld. 

Horses and :,:ules to ::::a-:; h2.ye 
12.rC81:;- dis2.ppe2,J:'eC1 f:rO i~1 t i'2 e f i eldS 
a:::. [~ O il t~ .·_e l~08.(S. IO rJ.ies 2.. J.l ·:--~ ridil1g 
1,....., ") co e co 	 "" r-........ 1... e "t:> e'~ l' '') r;,:) i ''i '''' I"""'I"":~ r.:::. 0 S
HOI", ...i 	 ii,,~.J'- 0,-, d L -,- ',.( _ 1 .<:... c-.,L'-'c.. 

1' OI' _ i", -1-0 ':' _ 8 J..P-l' clv _ -le·,,~u , "u-t. "ol \r.l.J..:C\o1i10i t 1" PU l1. J. ~ l : ' .L.~_,._ 

Iollyll 	','il:.i ch he l pe:'; clear OlE' soi l 
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2.Yl 5 [Tine hc,Pl:;inesG to the settlers 
·;;ill soon te forGotten animo.l. 

The ~il~ co~ h&8 beoll end is 
to l.' 8::,".. "" 2.11 lJV..L O .. 'J. .. "r'..:. i "" l ~C,.·n 1 1-'~... .1 0 ur I"'.:l. ~Ti_.I."1-~.. 'Y>t.., 1 t G-.. ,,~,:)' 

of life. 'Lo the earl:r Lettler she 
8erved a 3-fol:: I-H.D' IX)se. She produced 
!i:iL~ C'.n ~~ cutter for the table, meat, 
'be8,st 0 f turr1en 8.l1d leather for sho es 
am] roots. :,=8.ny 20 fc,r:n t::1rl rrhen mar
ried, ~as given a co~ as a present 
fro ;:} her f2v;:lily. ~he co 'irs in early da~ 
\'lere turned out to crc.ze c:n<1 I'lould go 
f2.r, so C)l1e vloul c1 l-:.c.ve to we8,r a bell, 
,:!hicll hGl~Je~l t:-:.e farrJer find the 00 ws 
2J :d ~~ne\:l r,'l".811 sO:·:.let:~L1C was bothering 
t~le her ,~. 

S.;}~e sheer s.erved a 2-fold purr:ose, 
furrlishinc 121e2.t fo1' the t2.1'le 8.11d woo 1 
for t >.e clo t::inC, \"-rh1cn '.'las so greatly 
needed. S1'leel= required a 10 t 0 f car€ 
2.l1d the l:repo.rc.tion of 7.te vlo01 for 
clo thine inclncled shear-iHZ, combing, 
8.1'1d c2~r ,;inc of the ivool, and sj,)inn1ng 
it 1:'1to the ~r8.rn. There we1'e \'/01ves 
an ~} \711d docs, so ti'2e sheep could l!I0t 
1e left Blone, SO 2. trust;;:- stock dog 
was IJ2.rt of the farm. Until the coming 
of the sheep, oen's clothinc cane 
frau tLe c:;.::ins. 0 f wild 8.nimals such 
as deer, buffalo, racoon and others. 

G02~tS, 8.1thouCl1 not too plenti
f1,;.1, i'{aS use:-: for L.l111: and neat, and 
~~eepiI1C the rrush do I'm. The go at having 
110 rns co 1..11:'1 pro tect fror.'l the wild dogs 
and cost ~uch less to feed than a cow 
so it helc~ hiZh priority in poor fam
11ie;,,;. It 1'/8.8 also 8. pet for the ch1d
ren, who could 110 0 l~ it to a 11omeL1ade 
cart or 178.COn 2.nd have lots of fun. 

Ducks and g eese v;'ere a very 
good 2.S 8et to the f2.rrners, for food 
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an;: the feathers \'lere used for the 
feather-ticlcs for the teds.They would 
hide their nests out an~ take the 
young to the pond, before you ::new 
a f the little ones. Sane times the 
turtles would get the young ones. 

Guineas Vlere a GO o d watch ('loe. 
They r.,rould roo st in the trees ar.d 
if anything different would CODe 
around the really s..qua::ed , day or 
night. 
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