
MODLDER 'S FRIEND 

In the late 1930's and early 1940 
while I-iorJer Purg was. still selling 
mou:. ,Ung sane froIn Iuri ty r.ro1).lding 
Sar::d Co., Lir IDng, president of 
QuiLcy Stove Co. ane a long ttrne 
f~iend o! Hr. :::uJ?C IS, ~ugGested. ~o 
hE1 tLe lnea 01: lnventlng 2. r::aclJlne 
wh ich v.'oul~ reclaim tl~.e hot dry 
sand after the casti11£8 ','{ere rer,10 ved. 

A ri1ad :ine such as this ,:,:ould 
save mo ne~T and liGht en the "tac~;:
orssking 12.1Jor of 1::rea~;:ir:g up the clod::3 
and \70r~~inc ti-:e SCJ:1d rri t l:. sl10 'leIs. 

In ~Jo venr er 194'), Hr. :sUY'Z "buiIt 
tl1e first ro:o uldel~ f s Fri end sanG co n
ditioner at his factory buildinG in 
':Thich the Rivervier! 2upper CInc is 
now located. Ee he.d the a E; sista;:1ce 
of 3 men 1'.':10 rIO r1:eo. fa r >.in iJ~ t~,e 
sand pi tS::i:rnest Erorm, Oscie Gittinc, 
anG John Iorter. 

LIr. 10;11[:; ::;urchased tl"~e first 
machine B.nd it die:: such 8.11 e:;~cellent 
jo"t 0 f fluL"inC '~.Yl5 i::1ixi l1C tLe sanc1 
t~at t h e m~n at Co rns tocl~Castle anj 
Excelsior Foundrie s in Quincy rrall-:ed 
out 0 n their jo ts in 2, effort to 
o ttain the sane r,mc{:.ine in their 
foundries. 

As a result of the rIal:~out, 
t11c seco nd c,nd t~:ird Llachines also 
were shipr:ed to Quincy. 

In 194·4, J8.;;~es :BuTg returned from 
t~e service anf joined his father in 
the business which '07 n~ ~'.' was 10 cated 
in the brick buildin~ on the curve 
which still houses The r,~oulders Friend, 
Inc. 
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In October 1945, Woodie gray was' 
hired to poke wires in the brush bars 
and went on to master all aspects of 
'building a sand co neli tio ner. He \'1"0 rked 
for the Moulder's Friend until his 
death in 1981, building machines: and 
inventing improvemants for the machine 
and to help make the work easier for 
the men vvho came after him. 

Lee Bergmeier joined Jim and 
Vlbodie in April 194·9, operating the 
lathe, preparing the wire and in many 
other tasks. In 1981, he inherited the 
taslr of running the pla nt. 

In 1950 Homer Burg retired, turn
ing the busines s 0 fer to Jim. Jim was 
the only salesman for another 10 or 
12 years, when he a f:1 ked Vloo die to take 
over a part 0 f selling. Jim and Lee 
are no v-r be th calling 0 n old ann. new 
custoLlers, v'lhenever and wherever the 
need aris-es. 

I.I2.ny local young men have worked 
here 0 ver the 18.s.t 40 years and a 
number of them have come b8.ck to visit 
and to thunli: \700 die and Lee for the 
training they received from them. 

Until 1981, Ardys Gray, office 
manger, was the only woman employed 
by the Moulder's. Friend, with Kay 
Perry filling in, when Ardys was 0 ut 
of town. 

The vvork had always been con
sidered too heavy for women, and was 
pro ven to be so, when a woman was. em
ployed for a time. 

Since the 1960's a second unit, 
The Moulder's Friend l3rusherator, has 
been manufactured and sold to found
ries'. with overhead systems.. 
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Over the years. 670 Mo ulder 's. 
Friend sand conditio ners. have been built 
and so Id in the United States, Canada, 
1,lex~ ;0, South Atllerica, Africa and 
Engl~ ,nd . 

Since 1964 there have been 106 
Brusherator units pI2.ce.d in foundries: 
through the United States.. Repairs and 
parts for both machines have alvvays 
been provided from our plcmt. 

In February 1984·, there are 5 
peo pIe 0 n the payro 11 = 
JGEurg, Chairman 0 f the Eo ard 
AL Bergmeier, President 
Ardys Gray, Frank Vrilliams, 8: Carl 
Thompson. 
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lbuJ.ter IS .flower shop on corner with the 
.first Senior eitzen center 
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FIDWER SHOP 

Glenn lbulter though it would 
be nice to have a flower shop in 
Dallas City, so he rented the small 
building, from Walter Thompson,which 
is now on the Keith Reed corner, and 
proceeded to S€t up a business.He 
had this place for a few months and 
decided to move it to the building 
on 5th and Oak street, which ovvned 
at that time.He continued the bus. 
iness for five years in this location. 

Ursal Pence had a empty build
ing on Oak and third street, a corner 
which was more in the middle of the 
business district, and Glenn rented 
this.. In 1967, he bought the buil ding 
and done some remodeling and has had 
a very goo d displays and bus_ineas 
_Since. This is the old Lionberger 
building. 

Glenn also had a flower shop 
in La Harpe and Carthage, but sold 
them. He ha& a greenhouse at his 
home on river road, and in season, 
you can get your garden plants a nd 
flowers there.Also potting soil, 
fertilizer, bug spray, bird seed 
and etc. You can buy bulk garden 
seed in the flower sho p too. 
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Thi s is the motor of the Burg c ar. 

The drive shaft and rear axle 
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'For Over Forty Vears 

A Good Car at a Reasonable Price. 
:tir,:tJ;~ i:r~~i':3~::r;I~lf:L'j:~lfii~~:~~~~: ;~~~~~:. !\q,1 ">I,~:,J;', "~r}' -1":I ·,':t!, ..t~ ·i · 11 ~ i .-: 
~t JJU n.o Nl!': ~o fai(t'I!:t' than lYI (..l "~ cal'Clhd Irt."·.)~l!. ~-.ar~ ~I V., a:sd. :;,.. " :>. ~<.lI\:{!:'i:t; ~;. ~ ,:~~:::. !::,.,-<:: ('''1" ::.:;.:' .. 1,:>,~ 

,. -, <.~. 

lOlll ~IJI•. 

I........gale this Sple.... id Car~ 
i, 1.on ,t~i;) AI*!' ut!SJ:'k~t. ' ph~t· wri te fQr I' ·r'l:d ...'(: IIH ,u.:;, :tf:!l :t'1 ~.: :1· 'j~~>:,~!t:J!'" ," to':. 

E ~~~'JI\ 8., THE L. BURG CARRIAGE CO., !i4L.L ~S Cill' . l lliNtHS, 
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The Eurg car with Mr . Utsil1ger and 
family l'"'l efore he had it restored. In 
the 1959 paraeJ.e 0 f Dallas City. 

The car as it appeared in 1970 parade 
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1910 :::urg car 0 rr~ed by Ccu"l s riffi th and 
Ro sco e illrch 'borr-o wed i t for 8. r10.te with 
his daughter and ended up marrying hero 
Elva "teC 2JJe Er s . Roscoe Ibrch. 



This i s one of the first Burg c8_rs, not 
yet fi ni shed , so too~;: trigl run to lo max 
and helped fiGht a fire. 

One of the :Burg cars tb~,t someone nade a 
pick-up trucl;: and then Jrl; er Cl i tched it. 
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BURG CAR 

Driving past the bright red 1910 
Burg automobile parked in loren 
Utsinger's driveway is a bit like pas£
ing a dodo in a pet store window. 

There were only about 50 Burgs 
made by a no Vi longdefu~t Dallas City 
carriage company. and ~tsinger, has the 
only survivo r. 

His mo del was: nursed back from 
oblivio n thro ugh aeven years 0 f re
search and hard work after Utsinger 
discovered parts of the car in 1955 
partly buried on a farm near Dallas 
City. 

After mo ving to I'allas Oity in 
1953, ~tsinger discovered the tOi;)'l1 
was formly the home of the L.Burg 
Carriage Co., once the maleers of an 
early automobile. 

Utsinger discovered the company 
was' like many 0 f the perio d-maldng 
cars from parts manufactured by other 
companies. The four-cyclinder Ruten
ber engine in the 1910 mo del, for ex
ample, was made in logansport, Ind., 
the transmis:sion came from Rockford 
and the Stewart and Clark speedometer 
was made in Chicago. 

The assembly metho d 0 f the day 
was to first build enough of the car 
to make a test run o After the test, 
the car was remodeled where necessary. 
After a seco nd run, the car vms paint
ed and tested once again before it was 
sold. 

Among the advanced featUres of 
the car were a two-gallon reserve gas 
tank, twin ignition using eight spark 
plugs, bronze inserts between the ro ds 
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and the crank shaft- no t widely us'€d 
until 30 year&,.later-and a brass gear 
water pump"which was very unusual" 
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Utsinger said. There was. no hood orna
ment, but a leather strap over the hood 
which held it in place-a Burg trade
mark. 

Vilhat customers then could buy 
for $1,750- compared to about $850 
for a mo del T Ford of the same perio d
was a massive, lumbering touring car 
with a 144 inch wheel base. Buyers
could choose from four body colors; 
red, dark blue, purple, or black.The 
chassie could be ordered in green,
purple or dark red. Plant personnel 
could install leather, broadcloth, or 
plush upholstry. The model T came only 
in black. 

The Burg's 30 horaepower engine 
coul d carry five passengers acro ss the 
crude roads of the period in relative 
comfort, using a three-point suspen
sion system, not used again by other 
auto makers for decade~ The Burg's:
transmission offered three forward 
speeds plus a revers,e gear using the 
long, brass shift lever mounted on the 
running be ard. The car was equipped
with right-hand drive. 

An ad in a Dallas City Paper
from April 1910, describes the car as 
being "0esigned for every-day, prac
tical use, is durable, reliable and 
capable, very smooth and quiet run
ning, classy and beautiful in design
and finish and very easy riding. 

"The Burg car can go faster 
than mo at careful peo pl.e care to go and 
has a 'vvonderful res.erva power for mud, 
sand and hills, "the ad also said. 
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Apparently, ho wever, four cyclin
ders were not enough and the company 
switched to a six-cyclinder engine 
which proved to be the down fall of 
ooth the car and the companYoAJDrit~c 
of the 1912 six-cyclinder said the 
engine would "shake themselves. or the 
car to piec e's.," 

The company lost money and quit 
making automobiles in 1913, going 
back to making buggies ano ther six 
years until it cl0 &ed. 

Meanwhile, Burg 0 wners dro ve their 
cars into the ground. That was where 
Utsinger found his mo del" beleived to 
be the fifth one made. 

Utsinger asked around fullas City 
to find leads 0 n where to find a Burg 
car and finally one day he checked on 
the Lloyd Mohr farm and turned up bits 
and pieces. Half buried in a field was 
the rear axle. The front enn, with the 
brass radiator and engine, was still 
above ground and a bullet had been 
shot through the hood.The wheels and 
hickory woo d bo dy parts had rotted 
away. The aluminum cone clutch had de
composed into a white powder and other 
parts of the car were spread around 
the farm. After seven years of search
ing on the farm, the last piece was 
recovered- a brass brake lever. 

Fbrtunately,the motor had sur
vived relatively well and the bullet 
had <lione no major damage. The brass 
radiator was intact and Utsinger had 
the engine running in :co time at all, 
before the body was rebuilt. 

Many 0 f the brass: fixtures) such 
as the acetylene powered head-lights; 
were damaged beyond salvaging. Cross
country search found the parts that 
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utsinger needed. Tires were not any 
longer made, but Fireatone had a limit
ed pro ductiol1. 

Fbr the car to have survived years
of rough uS.e and use on the rutted ro ad 
of yesteryear, and even longer period 
of neglect an d abandon, there mus_t 
have been more t han pri de showing in 
t h e Burg 's brass nrun epl ate, serial 
numt ex 6l05-"Qualit;y Ibes Win. ~~ 
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1913 PATHFINDER 

This car was bought by my dad from 
a dealer in Burlington, Io \Va and I ro de 
home in it as a kid. 

My mother gave it to me in the 20 
years and I drove it to school, part 
time around"1924,to Dallas City. 

In the late 1920's, I cut the back 
seat 0 ff and rrmde it into a pickup. 
Then about ten years later I Dut the 
seat back 0 n and the car sat In the 
garage for years. 

In 1960 I drove it in the parade 
at Dallas City \vi th my two daughters 
riding with m~.In 1968, and 1969, it 
wasin the exhi'0it at the 01.::1_ Thrashers 
in Mt. Pleasant, Iowa. 

In 1980, I had it re s tored by a 
professional to Mint condition cJJ1d have 
been to several shows since then. There 
are very few of them in existance at 
this time and it is considered a very 
rare caro 

I expect to sho wit in Dallas 
City this summer at their 125th year 
celebration. 



VIOLINS 

Almost any oldtimer around Dallas 
City can tell you about the fine 
violins vvhich the late Arthur Black 
mad e years ago wh en h e was studying 

CICI - ClI music in Chicago, Ill •., and becameIEClI 
_CI interested in the making of violins 

. 

.,:S_£::: as well as playing them with the 
Chicago Sympathy Orchestra~ :But no t 
everyone knew just how s ldlled "Art" 
as his friends called him was in 
violins. 

One of his violins is the only 
exact cioy in existence of Paginnis
J"o seph Guarnerius Vio lins which rests 
in Alar d 's. museum in Genoa, Ital~r , 
an .j once each year is tak en r eve:-c ent
l y from its g lass case by some arti s t 
an a played. You mi ght think tha t a 
co ~oy 0 f such a farilous vio lin, such 
as Art Blac k made, would have little 
v a lue, (>ut there ru..... e many fine music
ians in the world who woul d regard 
such a co py as priceless. 

Ano ther 0 f Art's vio lins mad e in 
1912, wa S tested behind a curtain in 
the Chicago Theatre, along with 
oth er fine vio lins. Critics who were 
li s tening declare d that Art's violin 
had a tone fully as fine as the 
Stradicarus which was tes ted behind 
the screen at that same time. 

Art learned the secrets of fine 
violin making from ~ohn Hornsteiner, 
who is one of the two greatest worl d 
authoritied on violins. He i s the last 
of a skilled family 0 f German vio lin 
makers. 
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LINCOLN 

Mrs. Barbara Ann wgan, a splendid 
little lady, who many years: ago, in 1857 
made a famous Lincoln flag, died at 
the age 0 f 96, and is no w at rest in 
D:l.llas City, Illinois.. 

In the goo d old days when Linco In 
and Ibuglas and their admirers used 
to fight their oplitical battles, 
there grew in thi s area a stro ng s ,ent
iment in favor 0 f "Ole Abe" an d 0 ne day 
a group of admirers bought material 
for a Lineoln flag and ask Mrs'. logan 
to make it. ·The flag was presented to 
Lincoln, and was used Qy him as he 
held one of his de1Jates. in Quincy. It 
was used many times, in any celerT2v
tio n in which Linco In too k part and 
legend has it that vvhen his Country 
went to war, the flag went also. 

:Barbara, wife 0 f Jv.dge John logan 
who was judge of the County court for 
a number of years and lived in Hender
son County. He was a Union man, of 
strong faith during the Civil "liar, 
andJ3arbara was equ2vlly ardent supJX)rt
erof Lincoln. She was mother of E.L. 
wgan who lived in Dallas City. 

Linco In c:ame to Dlllas City and 
sq:,'Oke to the people. He was gues,t of 
the peo pIe that lived in the house no Vl 

ormed Qy Che1 Young, and also stayed 
in this house alnight .At the foot of 
Oak street, there is a rock that 
states that Lincoln spoke here. There 
is also a picnic area there too. There 
was a boat dock, but the river has 
washed mud in and it i~ filled now 
so the boats cannot come in there.!n 
1936, The American Legion moved this 12 
ton rock from the Privia farm. 

71 

http:alnight.At


LINCOLN IN DALLAS CITY 

A momentous event in the early history of 
Dallas City was the visit on Oct. 23, 1858, 
of Abraham Lincoln, who addressed a large 
crowd. He was an overnight gues t iri the 
home of George Ames and family, who lived 
on West Third street in the house now owned 
by Mr. and Mrs. Chel Young. 

In 1936, a marker was erec t ed in the park 
on t he river front at t he foot of Oak stree t 
in commemora t ion of Lincoln's visit. 

A prized Lincoln relic was purchased by the 
lat e Ar t hur Black. It i s a small caske t wit h 
a bea ut iful carved wreath and a picture of 
Lincol n on t he inside of t he lid. The caske t 
was made from wood cut and rived out by 
Lincol n when he was a wood cu t t er and was 
sawe d from one end of a l og used in erec t 
ing h is ca bi n. I nside t he caske t i s a gavel 
made f r om pa r t of t he p i ec e of l og, wh i ch 
was use d a t t he Republ ican na t ional c onven
t ion in 1896 , when Wi l liam McKi n l ey wa s no
minated . 

This r e lic wa s pu rcha s e d by Mr . Bl a c k al ong 
with the Henry Ber t e l s wood carv i ngs o f an 
en t ire s ui te of f urn i t ure tha t wa s exh i bite d 
at the Chicago Wo r l d' s Fa i r i n 1893 . Mr. 
Black wa s v i sited by Rip l ey i n 1935 for an 
interview about the c ol l ection . 

Another pri zed p~ s s e ssion and relic is a 
daguerreotype pho togr aph of Lincoln , owne d 
by Mrs. Cora Steingr abe r. The photogr aph 
was a gift from Li nc o l n when he wa s an 
overnight guest in t he home of Mrs . Stein
graber's g randparent s, Mr . and Mrs. Abraham 
Van Arsda l e . 
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DALLAS CITY CEMETERY 

The cemetery is entirely in Hend
erso n county, in the East part 0 f to wn 
in the City limits on the county line 
road. Land was surveyed about 1870 and 
three acres were set for the cemetery. 
IDts sold for $2.50 each and were 21X19 
ft. In the firs.t one there were 256 
lots, in 1910 the City laid out 106 
additio nal 10 t s , west 0 f the 0 riginal 
ones. On Feburary of 1922, eight more 
lots were sold for the mousoleum. In 
this, there are spaces for fifty, 
burial on east and west sides .. Old time 
leaders and settlers are mostly buried 
in the cemetery, also there are many 
vet.erans from the many wars that we 
have had. There hasn't been many 
changes in the cemetery, except a wire 
fence and iron gates were donated by 
Art Kirby, with brick po sts, at the 
gates. 

Tombstones in the cemetery date 
back to 1826. Some of the older people 
are;Edward IDgan ag e 102, Candice 
Farthing age 102,and Emma Landaker 
12tg e 100. 

Sone of the other cemeteries 
around Dallas City are Harris, which 
is south of town, MeyerS.' out of Ibn
toosuc, Crane of IDmax,Carman on the 
highway out of Carman and the one on 
the hill from Ibntoosuc, which no one 
seems to kno w ho w old i tis. A 10 t 0 f 
fullas City folks are buried in these 
cemeteries. 

The brick posts were in memory of 
Milton Hull & Sarah Hull-parents: of 
Hazel Kirby the fence and gate--One 
brick post dohn Platte and Anna Platte
the other, Edward and Jessie IDgan. 
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ELECTRICITY 


On July 8, 1907, a franchi3:€ was 
granted to the DaJJas City Light
Company, which built ann operated 
a generating plant on the site of 
the electric plant on the river, 
that burned down. It was a brick 
building on the riverside of first 
street. 

It was subsequently purchas.ed 
by Iowa Union Electric Co., which 
is now Union Electric, which holds 
the electric franchise. Electric 
energy i s now transmitted from the 
po wer plant at Keo kuk. 

<iail 

Wi"bc·el's businea'S basement was the 
first calaboo se or j ail. The city
rented this for $30, a year back in 
1861. Before this there was to be 
a j ail constructed, supr..;o seclly, at 
the cost under $60, this was in 1859. 
But it never aeemed to be built. 
There used to be a atone jail on 
fourth street, acro ss from the 
Friendly Tavern, but they tore it 
do wn a goo d many years ago. No w in 
1984, if anyone is arrested they 
transport them to Carthage jail. 
The city co p is suppo sed to do this. 

HARD ROAD 

Hard surfaced roads from the 
West and South were completed in 
1929, and a huge celebration was 
held on Aug 15, of that year. 
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TELEHIONE 

Telephone s ervic e came to fullas 
City shortly after the turn of the 
century, and the female of the species 
has ·be~n "yak-yaking" over them 
ever since. 

On Aug. 10, 1903, Wesley H. 
Scott and Maxwell H. Scott were 
granted the right to erect tele
phone poles ann lines in streets 
an (1 alleys. The following Fet. 8, 
the local phone exchanGe was sold to 
Oscar Cramterg.

Cramberg sold to the Mississippi 
valley telephone company, April 
20, 1907. 

Work is '.[as underway for conver
sion of t h e system to ~ial operation 
in 1959.It was in operation of 
Western Illino is Telephone Co., for 
a while. The office was upstairs 
and to the Bank buildingor the old 
MendenhBll building. 

In Nov.1961 it was dissolved and 
moved to Carthage, Illinois, and 
was Continental Phone Co.Now in 1984 
the headquarters are in Aledo, Ill. 
and 1mo wn as Co ntel. 

We still hav~ the little house, 
on 11e alley that houses our circuits. 
This sits on the alley,behind the 
Tasti Corner. (Tasti freeze) 
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ro ST OFFICE 

I n the earlist days , peopl e i n 
Inllas City had to go to Ib ntoo sue 
for their mail. One night J ohn Finch 
went to Ibntoosuc and stole the post 
office, so there was one in each 
place. The person that told this 
story was asked where the gover nment 
was. They replied ,~There was no 
goverment here at this time . " The 
first post-office, prior to 1847, 
was kno VYn as South Bend. fullas 
City was named in honor of the Vice
President, of t h e United Sta tes, 
Georg e fullas serving 1845-49. 
J. M.Finch was the founder of the 
post-office in Dallas City and was 
postmaster in the earlyI850's. 
Fbstmaster since are:R.M.13rewer, J.M. 
Fincb, G.H.Atnea, B.Mendenhall, 
L.S.Bliss, W.A.Feldhausen, Mark 
Tandy, John Heisler, Wallace Diver, 
Claude Shaffner, Marie Little, 1?oyd 
Dietrick and Erma Clanton who is 
now our postmaster. 

In 1974 a new building was built 
on the lot behind the Bank,ano is 
now OVYned by Stan Vorhies. 

76 



A NEW BUSI NESS 
In 1913 Manfo r d IDfton and 

Charles Worden set up a snall c anni ng 
f a ctory on the river 'banI;: , t wo 'blocks 
eact of Oalc street on first street. 
Th(!ir ocject was to r a ise 2,n ,-;. can tom
2toes They had a good year for tomato 

o es and st-8.rte d can~ing in the late 
summer hirinc ten '.vomen peelers. 

The next spring r..Ianford 'bought 
out Charles. 3e then bought the old 
Wi'btell and Hallonell slaughter house 
which stood on t h e mound. !,Ianforn and 
h is son, Eldon, tore t he old [ 'Gildinc 
daVIn and hauled it to their home. 
There they set up a 'buildinc to 'be 
used for canning . He raised h is oym 
tomatoes, sweet corn sweet potatoes and 
also canned a goo 0. cro p a f prune plum s . 
Some were sold 2_t home and the remain
der shipped to Elaul Erothers in 
Burlingto n, Io wa o 

Manford's help consisted of' 
eight peelers and his family. 

El do n lofton 
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OPmA HOUSE 

John Cather was owner and a operator 
of the Opera House. At the turn of the 
oentury. It is located on the West aide 
of Oak street, adjacent to Shaw's barber 
shop.

Prior to silent movies, shows of 
every descriptio~, commonly known aa 
road shows,were exhibited at the theater. 
Silent movies gradually displaced th~ 
road shows. Ownership was transferred 
to Chas A.Schultz around 1935. A fire 
occuring around thia time did consider
able damage to the building, but it was 
promptly repaired and business resumed 
as usual. 

Sound movies eventually took over. 
Af'ter the death of u-. Schultz, the 
theater was run by Justus Garard, who 
o p'erated a theatre in Carthage, IlliD:>ia. 
Tb:e opera houae was oontinued to be run 
by Gerard until the movies in small town 
theat er became unprofitable. 

Vari ous manager s of this theater 
were, Shorty Shaffer,Jaok Mbline,C.J. 
Ibty, Ibn Litt l e , and Lyle Terry. Some 
attempts were made to conti nue -the 
pi ctures show, but expens es jus t aould 
not be met . 

The school bough t t h e bui l ding, hop
ing to g i ve the schoo l a project ot work 
on. They di d so me repair on the buildi ng , 
but nothing seemed to jell. So they put 
it up for sealed bids and stan Vo r h ees.. 
purchased the building. It has set ~dle 
now for a goo d many :fears. 
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SIENS t ICE COMPANY 

In t h e early 1900 ' s Vin-GOJ1 2 1 :1 

Perr y Siens (brothers) owned two ice 
houses . One V[2,S l occ::t od at Ibntoosuc 
an;] the 0 thor \l::l,Q 0 ne mile east 0 n the 
1)anL: of the Mississip~)j_ Eiver. Later 
they purchased a l arge ice house in 
Dallas Cit yo Thi s builchnc had t wo 
ro ws o f poles for a roof sUpfort mak
ing i t into t r ee rooms . 

TIl the co l d wint er months t h e s e 
houses were f i l le d wi th ic e from t he 
river with an averag e thicknesf, of 
eighteen inche s t hick, to twenty 
i nches. At one time t wenty four inch 
thi c k cubed ice was harvested. 

When the i ce celne a desir ed thick
ness, men were hired to clear a l arge 
place in the river to score ice t wenty 
four inches square. Horses were used 
to plow several inches deep . The plow 
had three to five blades spaced two 
feet apart. After which men with large 
ice SB,WS cut blocks of ice to hours.e 
where a woo den chute had been placed. 
The blocks were pulled into the house 
by men using tongs and set on edge. 
\fuen one layer was finished, another 
was started on top of the first. vVhen 
the ice house was half full, another 
chute was used and ice blocks~ were 
pulled by ho rse ];Xl wer up a grade to 
fill the upper part. 

Large piles of saw dust were 
used to put all around the ice includ-. 
ing the space between supports and 
covered by inSUlation where it was 
kept until needed. It SEemed every 
available man helped in this winter 
event. 
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Perry Siens delivered ice by horae 
and wagon in the city of Dallas City
starting in the early s~ring. People
from out of town came and picked up
ice. Vinton Siens delivered to the 
people and farmers in the country and 
nearby towns including Colusa, Adrain, 
Burnside, IDmax, Carmen and Ibntoosuc. 
These were the days 0 f refrigerators:. 
and ice chests. 

In 1928 Vinton hirea Eldon Lofton 
to help with the ice routes which was... 
t he last year river ice w~s delivered 
as the winters o f 1928 and 1929 did 
not f orm good ic e. Then i n 1929 we 
haul ed Artisian ic e f ro m :Fbrt Madison. 
Elec t r i c ref r iger ators. wer e begi ning 
t o be use d. Vi nto n han dled coal, so 
I ha d a job in t he winter. Vinton 
held t he job of super visor fo r several 
years. 
Given by--Eldon ID fton 
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ICE 8: COAL COMPANY 

I t was the turn of the century
HcKinl ey was E:resident-in the days be
fo re electric refrig erat ion and g as 
heat" 

Tl'vo To ntoo suc "bro t hers , Vinto n a nd 
Fer r y Siens , were wanting t o s tar t their 
own bUSiness . A man "by th e name o f 
Georg e Ta ylo r , h ad some equi pment u s e d 
to cut ic e f roin the MissisSippi River, 
for sal e. Vi nt and Per r y bought t h e s e 
too ls and expanded the operation . 

Storage house s wer e erec t ed i n 
Ib ntooslJ.c, D8,l,las City a nd one ·be t we en 
Dallas City an4 Eo nt60 sne t vrhi,ch 'iva S 
kno Wl1 2.S' the half -w"ay house. rrhe y a lso 
established a coal business, an 4 t he 
entire 0 per2vt io n was kno \7n as t he 
Si8n fa Brothers I ce 8.n d Coal COillpany . 

Perry l eft t he business in t h e 
earl y 30 ' s . Vint continued with t h e 
hell) 0 f his wife s Vallie, \'iho han dle d 
t he c ler ical worl( from a n old rolltop 
desk in t he dining roo m. He retired 
in the l a te 40'S1 wh en the business 
waS so l d to llwhitey1l Hendricks. 

1.10 s t a"ble-"bo die d L1en in the co mm
unity vlo r lted for Vint as he woul d over
see t h e cutting 0 f the ic e from t he 
river and t he filling of the five 
ice ho us,es. The blo cks were measured, 
cut and loaded onto horse- drarYn v!agons: 
and tr2.nsported to the houses, where 
they ~ere pushed up a shute into the 
hous e and covered. 

It was sai d that everyo ne in to wn 
shoveled sawdust at one time or another 
for Vint. The sawdus1; was placed over 
t he blocks of ice from l arg e contain
ers by each house, as a preservative 
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to l;:eep the ice for use during the 
next SUll'1mer. He used two wago ns with 
horses to delivel" bo th ice a n d co al in 
Dallas City-, Po ntoo suc and surrounding 
rural terri to r'JT • 

With the builninc; of the dam cd 
Keokuk 8,rOUna 1912, protlems developed 
wi th the h a rve s ting 0 f the ic e from 
the river, bec2JJse 0 f t h e 10 VIering and 
raising o f th e water. Ebr a nu.nber of 
years Vint worl-:ed to overCO L1 e these 
oos tacles, out he finally gave up and 
truclced in :::rtifical ice fro m the 
Artesian Ic e Co. in furt r.Iadison, Ia. 
'Ihe 12,ree storage house s 2,10ng the 
river Rere replace d by one ice house 
8,dj ac ent to their 110 use 0 n Third 
street equipped with refrigeration 
facilities. 

El do n Iofton and Volney Canfiel~1 
would be aI:10 ng the few peo pIe y{ho 
worked for Vint and still reside in 
Dalla s City, v/ho co uld tell some 0 f 
the many stories a bout tho se early 
days of 11PtJ.tting Up'" ice. 

There was certainly an amount 
of danger in the early 0peratio n, but 
the safet3T reco rd was goo d. Tho se were 
the days long before '.'lorkman's Com
pensatio n, and the reco rds sho vved 0 nly 
one major injury. J1m Perry sat on 
a pick running it into his hip. Either 
Dr. Prescott, or Dr. Scott, both local 
physicians at that time, patched Jim 
up ana Vint paid the bill. 

At one time Vint crawled on his 
hands and knees acro ss to Folk Tsland 
testing the ice for harvesting to s:ee 
if it was ready for the weight of the 
men and equipment. By crawling, he 
distributed his. weight and thus re
duced the chances of the ice breakipg 
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under him if it was no t ready fo r the 
h2.rve Gto 

The a:;;;pro.ximate size 0 f each cake 
was, 22 inches square on top with the 
derjth depending 0 n the weather. I t is 
told that one year the ice also '.'lent 
[10 \'In 22 inches, because 0 f the severe 
winter and that summer the ice cakes 
were the biggest ever remembered o 

The only remains of the Siens 
Brothers Ice and Coal Company is a 
&nall cement block building off of 
third street. The blocks were made and 
the building co nstructed by Vint Siens 
to house the scales used in weighing 
the coal. 

The Siens businesff waS essential 
to the IX> pulatio n 0 f Dallas City and 
the surrounding area for heat 2n(1 the 
preservatio n 0 f foo d i n tho se early 
days--8. far crJi from 0 ur rno c~ern metho d 
of to day. 
l'his VIas given by Leah Siens Fagan 
(Daughter to Vinton Siens) 
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ERICK YAPD 

La.st years of o.r:,erat1ol1 of the lTick 
y ard at ])alla8 City, Ill. wa~~, a wrH:ld ty 
Dallas City Lumber co., fa r two ye8.rs....CD 	 _. of a l ;era.tion • 

A. ::s In August 1921, I Vla.~) a ut a f work -~ 

::e~ 	 arid my father's lend joined the trick 
s»::s 	 yard land, so I walker; over to watch_s:: . 
_0	- the making of tric~, and to my surprise 

5!. the manager, Y~alter ~~mith, [l~.ked me Wh!3.t 
~ I wes doing at the present time. I ~)8.i r3. 

no thi ":g , he a~.ked ae if I wou15 1 e in
terested in haul.Lng 100 102.\'1 8 of shole, 
two miles from the bric}[ yard at 1. 00 
(~, l.OG) 2. load. So I got father an6 wagon 
ana baulerl 96 10 ads, then tir. Smith, 
8.sked me Wh2.t I coul d c~o no r.' as he' v,'cmt
ed me to help insid8. ,r h~uled six 102 ~s 
a ,3ay and a i~~'ided the 'P8.y with father. 

andb

I vlolked there three ye2rs flam 
s .pring till late fall ma~ci.ZlC ~ricks , 
l ' lr;::lu u.r:alIl GLL(.;in tnree ::3izt:~; !; n, 5H 

11 
, also tuildil1[ 1'10 cks ~ X8:a2. 

Clay east of ti.. e 1:uildL':g W8,S use e; 
for makong bricks, (ut l:uilc1inc clocks 
Was made of one h21f clay al1~ sh~le, 
drain tile tV.D thir5ti clay 2:..n c] one thin; 
sn' le a''-''O t""l"S "'1",°", -Pl"l'rnel~ 1"1aterl'" 1... 8", , s..! \ "! LJ,. L; C J." ~ t:,; J, H ~ - o. • 
We made this material in A.2. al1f in the 
F.M. we filled a pit witb clay an~ shale 
brought in 0 n a track and dumped in a 
pi t then water apI,lied until pit v.'a~': 
full. Then it set all night anC: got 
tempered. . 

In rna rning we 10 wered a ro t!?ting 
slow moving r2Jce that trought dirt to 
augur, the [rought dLct on a belt to mill 
then augured it through 8, die to · make 
illc:; terial dies weI e changed for diffelent 
lTI8,terial. Dirt came out of die on a 1::el t 
to a foot in length. Then operator cut 
it off with iron arm that had a vvire 
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attache d. It was taken of..f and set o n a 
drying crate, and later wheeled to drying 
shed . It too k a week to dry . 

Then wheeled to ki l n al'lG i t waS plac
ed so a il' could circulate, as l a t ed heat· 
was applied . I took a day to f ill a kiln 
and then filled door with 'brick a n d 
l:)lastered cracks wi t h cla y mortar. 

Next t h er was eleven f ire t o xes 
around the ~ilno Fire was s t arted 
in a ll o f them aYl cl f i re <1 fo r t wo days 
and one nig ht. Then l et coo l f or sev
eral days. 

bmoke an d heat from fire box ed went 
to the tal-' of ki l n a n d then down 
through naterial to opening at 'bottom 
of kiln a nd t hrough t u nnel to large 
s mok e stack. 

In h eating t rick in ~;:iln t you put 
more fuel in fire ~oxes, every halI 
hour, "burning: mo stly slack coalg This 
ol_eration wa D :r::o Yler e d by steam, large 
wells outside of l'oiler r o om for water 
supr l :,-• 

Yle tur ne rS ou t a ki l n a week, while 
one 1,:il11 WB, ~ cooling We filled another. 

They em;:·lo yed s ix men wh.Llelaking 
material. Wag es were three do l I ars per 
da~r • 

In Aucust l S24 , we were l aid off 
due to l arg e SU1~ }Jly 011 hand and sales 
We"i e slow due to 'begi nning of depress
ion . I t was never i n o per a tion again. 

Th e compa.."ly 0 vmed a saw mi l l and 
in Winter, four of us, Sawed l umber 
8.(;d mad e wagon tongued, fish trap 
and square fence posts. Slab 0 '£ 009d 
were 'burned in furnance for fuel. 

"::ritten by Eldo n IDfton 
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BUTTON FACTORY 

Perhaps the most important in
dustry of ~llas Ci ty was the butto n 
fac tory. The plant , originally owned 
'oy a Mr . Penc e of Io max, yms l oo'ated 
near the pro perty 0 wned by Grace 
Harve.y's . Later it wa s mo ved to t he 
old Transportation building a l ong tha 
railroad , and was opera te d by a man 
named ' ]3ink" Harvey , Charles JOnes 
waS manager. I n 1925, wa s operated by 
Charles Pattersono Asi de of employ
ment, it was a means of l ivlihoo d for 
shell diggers.A good button cutter 
could get fro m 6 to 8 cuts fro m a shell 
depenr1ir..g 0 n his skill and the co n
tour of the shell .In some cases, pearls 
were extracted from t h e shelL The 
pro duct ViES sent to , a finishing 
I)lant where it vms made i nto buttons" 
These were the cuttings that were mad~ 
here~A finishing plant at that time 
was in Burlington, and took a major 
part of the crude pro duct . Along about 
1925, employees of t he Burlington vvent 
on atrike, for higher payo ilnployers 
tried to break the strike by moving the 
machines in the building no W o coup
ied by Anguish Fbrd Co. When the strike 
ended the machines were moved back to 
Burlington, and that was the end of 
the finishing plant as far as Dallas 
City Vlas concerned.! short time later 
the button bus-iness became somewhat 
uns.ettled, general conditio ns po i'nt
ing to the fact that the industry was 
nearing its demise. Charles Patterson 
who was experienced in the business, 
again started the factory on his own. 
But zippers soon spelled finis for 
once a properous button busine-ss.. 
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CHAMPI ON FOUNmY 00. 

After World War I, when prio:e& 
soared and banks had lots of money, 
some Chicago promoters invaded 
D:!.llas C1ty and bought up gro und. 
A foundry was buil t and soo n i n op
eration. The land was bought by A. H. 
Rife, general manager o f Champion 
Foundry. Purpos:ed to make gasoline 
engine carburatios, engine power 
for all purposes , gasoline stoves 
etc.It also conducted a general 
foundry and machin e shop. 

On ~une 15 , 19 20 ~ a fire started 
around Bam. Being the foundry was 
to o far from ci ty hydr ants , i t was 
a s mouldermDg rui na in no t ime at 
all. Soo n , everyone r ealized that 
t he largest busines s WaS doomed. The 
h i s t ory of thiS:. bui lding, was known 
as a jinks . But with t h e f ire, it 
'Surely settled the jinks onc e and 
for all. The buildi ng ha d been u&ed 
for a number of pr ojec"tia , which 
had come to some kind o f grief. At 
the fire the firemen only took a 
chemical cart and ladder wagon. So 
all of the workers, at this point, 
turned to saving the property in
side. It was insured for $50,000. 

MAUK MILL 

The Mauk gritmill was located at 
the foot of Oak Street on the west 
side near the boat landing. Farmers 
brought their grain here and had it 
ground into flour and meal. Beyound 
the mill was a storage warehouse, 
the old DLamond ;roe warehouse. 
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RI'Vm SCENE 

In about 1900 t h e banks would 
be lined by a number of hou&€ boats 
with their hook-covered bars us ed for 
gathering mussels . There would al ss 
be smoke on t he bank from the big 
vats t hat would be cooking , where 
the mus sels were s teamed open so 
the shells could be sold for buttonss 
The meat would be us ed f or fish 
bait. Butt on cutting was carried on 
in fullas City. 

"OLD JOE" 

A f amiliar sight around t he tur n 
of the century was a horse-drawn 
bus, and some would reoogni ze the 
driver as "fud" Stevens, who op
erated the old lark House. He stay
ed with Mr &. Mrs Stevens while he 
attended high school here. 

Mr desse Thompso n also dro ve the 
bus , he told of being allo wed to 
drive the hack, which was ta~en to 
meet all t he trains. Salesmen often 
stayed here sever al days whil e 
imrking the smaller communities of 
the area.He waS always delighted
in taking the rig to the station, 
but was afraid of the effect of the 
noise of the trains on the horse, 
"OLD JOE". The vehicle had a door 
on the back and could hold six 
pawrengera. 
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HISTORY OF CRYSTAL SERINGS WATER CO. 

The J)3.11as Tranaportation Co. 
waa s.tarted about 1900, and was 
managed by Edward Hubner.It derived 
this name from the fact that it was 
purchased by a man named Hubner of 
Burlington, Iowa, for storage of 
beer and liquor into the state of 
Iowa, then a prohibition state. The 
owners. were limited by the liquor 
lawato the extent that they could 
not sell beer in less than case lots, 
nor whiskey in less than gallon lots, 
The liquor was shipped from the fullas. 
Transportatio n Co. to po ints in Io wa 
mostly C.O.D.About 1909, Edward 
Hubner relinquished ownership of the 
Transportation Co., and began the 
manufactoring so da pop, under the 
nEPIle of Cryatal Springs Water Co 0 

Hubner conducted the so da water 
business for several years, and 
transferred ownership to the Thty 
family. 

The n,ty family and other paid 
employees: continued to manufacture 
so da pop and ginger ale. The so da 
po p waS made in asi.x flavors and 
consi'dered to be of exc.ellent 
quality and in great demand. M'ter 
a few yea:rs of pro duction, the 
business discontinued. The Crystal 
Springs Water Co. bottles are still 
being found in many different places 
and their are some in vary different 
ounces, 6,7,or a.And they will vary 
in color.The beer bottles are a real 
dark brown some have porcelain caps, 
the 1X>P bottles are c.lear, greenish, 
and 9Q.Jt8 with a blue caat. 
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BLACKSMITH SHOP 

Where Olson's Tire shoAis now, 
was a blacksmith shop. It was a 
place for 01ndobbin", the horse ~U 
friends. It was the location of 
Walters Bros. had their business. 
Hors.es. were sho d andcarriages and 
wagons made. Ab extensive business 
was also carried on buil ding toRs 
for buggies and carriages. 

RHCORN WAGON 

According to records it was 
operating around 1906. A City
council meeting was held July, 1906 
and the folIo wing waS discussed: 
Al d. Pyle, for c.o mmi ttee, re:r;orts 
t hat Mr. J.O. Myers waS willing to 
all ow Clau de Taylor to plac e his 
popcorn wagon near weat end of his: 
buildin~(prea~ntly Lieurance'3 
Abti que ), but he objected to having
it in s t reer at east end of his 
building.
Ald. Pyle moves that Olaude Taylor 
request to locate the popcorn 
wago n in the street 0 n the corner 
of Oak and Third atreets not be 
granted.

],inally Mr. Taylor, had a place
for his wagon, on the west end of 
the building, and . sold popcorn and 
peanuts for many years. Everyone 
knew him as:" GIJ3~r-
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BOVLIIG ALLEY 

In the early years of 1859 , there 
was a bowling alley, but it v:as 
declared a nuisance anCl noisey, so 
it was ordered clo sed. Then 8.p prox
mately in the 1930, there was ano ther 
one s.tarted, but di·d not last long. 
Again in the 1935-36, there was what 
t hey called, duck pins set up in the 
room next to the Friendly Tavern, Dut 
ag2.in went out of business . 

TENT SHOWS 

As the entertainments 8.1·ivays to ok 
pl a ce in summer or early fall , they 
were held un der tents. The place 
cho sen was a l ways in the rear of what 
was fo rmerl y Tull's grocery s tore , 
th e pr emises no w o ccupied by the 
Friendl y Tavern. Williams Jenni ngs 
Bryan was 0 ne 0 f th e principEl att
r actions . He delivered his famous 
"Cros s o f Gol d'. speech . He \vas guest 
o i' the Shi pmaJ1 IS vvh en in to Wil. The 
Shipr.mns r esi de d in the pro p erty no Vl 
o wn ed by Dennis An derson, :t-Text to 
the Mobil Gas Station.There used to 
be tent shovls on wh ere the tennis 
court is now , also out to the recrea
tion park. To by & Suzy used to come 
once in a while. The tent shows novv 
are out of style. Movies and T. V. 
are i n now. 
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LlEDICAL CLINIC 

This was started back in 1961, 
rrhensome interested peopJe of our 
to rm deci ded that it was tine to 
get c doctor and perhaps a clinic 
in our town. These men incorporat
ed their organizatio n into the 
!elIas City Civic association, as 
a not-for-profit group and have 
been busy every day sice, in working 
toward their much needed goal. At 
this time we do have a Ibctor, who 
will set up practice here on Jan.l, 
1963. His home and quarters are now 
being prepared for him by himself. 
The Civic Ass. has plans made for 
our new clinic which will be built 
in the near future, is what they 

. said, and people of D3J.las City VIere 
thrilled. They have been given ground 
by a local citizen and they have 
purchased an additional lot next 
to this ground, for which this vlill 
m2.ke plent~r room for the clinic and 
parking area. They received many 0.0
nations.of fill to begin on the rest 
of it, also the hauling 0 f the fill 
will 'be do nated. There was pledges' 
for the reac1y-clix cement, money and 
12.(;or for t h e actuc.l buildinc . The 
group sai d that plans were made and 
Ylould be r.,rell 0 n the way, if 110 t 
all the way done, by May of 1963. 
There were eight meDDers that 
donated $·125 each to advertise for 
a Ibctor and to get him here. They 
had replies from five states. 

This building is never to be 

sold, it re~ains the property of 
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the Civic Aasociation, and will be 
rented to whomever occupies it.The 
money waS raised by pledges and then 
repaid 0 ver the years from the rent ... . 	 etc. from the building use.We feltCD _ 

A.::S 	 that this was another atep forward 
-~ 

IE~ 	
fo r Dallas City and an asset to our 

_0.,::s 	 town. At this t ime in 1984, Dr 
... c:::.... 	 Carri l lo is the !bctor in t he Clinic 

he wa s t h e 0 ne that went in our~ 
~ 	 Clinic f r om the f irst. 
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roCTOR'S 

Dr'. ~ohn Newlon came to Thtllas 
Ci ty in the year of 1847. Before 
this , he had a drug store in Fort 
Madison as well as:. practing in our 
tovvn. Dr Newlon had a larg e practice, 
he claimed to have given 84 people 
medicine in 24 hours. One night when 
he was called to SEe a preacher, the 
preacher refuSEd to take the medicine. 
Dr. tfohn told him if he did not take 
the medicine, he woul d be in HELL by 
morning. The preacher took the med.,. 
icine and was much better by morning 
so he and Ik. J"bhn were the best of 
friends ever after.Dr. J"bhn moved 
to Kansas after a fe w years. 

Dr'. Landaker came to Thtllas Cit~T 
in 1854. He practiced medicine for 
anumber of years, and his son ran 
a drug store. 

Medical professionals that follow
ed an d was here for many years. Dr. 
Ben Black practiced until 1885-Dro 
Wm. Eresco tt came in May of 1882 and 
practiced until his death in 19~·a..
Dr'. IVm Scott begining in 1884 until;. 
his death in 1930-Dr. H. V. Prescott, 
son of Dr.WmoPrescott, joined his 
fa~herand for a long time was the 
only MD. in Dallas City. -Dr'. Russell 
in 1872 others were, Dro Taylor,. 

Dr, Cleveland, and Dro Diver. 

Dr.L.V.Parker 
Dr. Parker was everyones friend. 

The story of a country doctor fits 
lbc.He would come and ait up at 
night wi thyou when your child was 
sick or a older person tt did Tnt ma-ke 
any difference as long as he was 
neededo I dont ~now when ID c came 
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to Qmr town.He W2,S here in his young 
manhood and married Clara ])ickey~ Ibc 
is now in Missouri and retired. 

Dr J"aneck was here a short time, 
CD _ wi th his 0 ffice in the Kurrle build
"""' ing on street.It was in 1953.Do :s 	 Oak 
-n
00 	 Dr Carrillo came to D3.11as City 
~n
_0 	 in June of 1963 and practiced in.,:s
-.,IC 	 t he apartLlent 0 ffic e" behind the 

g rocery vlhich is now Fred ' s supper 
. -., 

E!. 
;i= 	 ette.In March 1964 th e city surveyed 

fo 1" a medical clL:1ic . The old To dd 
house vms torn do vvn , this was to be 
the sight of the new Clinic. People 
of Lalla:.:; Ci ty bought shares and 
the buil ding vvas on its 'Nay. Dr . 
Carr illo is still practicing in 
ful12.s City an {! is also as soc iated 
with the Burlington I:Iedical Center, 
in Burling to n, Io vva. 

DENTIST 

Dr. P.E .Walter came here in 1881 
and for a time vvorked in the carriage 
factory with his "brother , Vr. H. Walter 
1:)efore taking Ul) Dentistry. He waS 
graduated fro m the Nnerican Co lIege 
of Dental Surgery in 1891 an d OeC3111e 
a successor to Dr. Lionberger . 

There has been a number of dentist 
in our town but dont stay long. 

Other Dentist in town are; 
Dr. Taylor, Dr. McKayand Dr. Shane. 
Dr. John Lionberger 
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Dr. R.V.Prescott prac t iced medicine 
for 62 years, until hi s death , Aug. 
8, 1955. He was first associa te d with 
hi s father, Dr WID.Prescott, who came 
here i n 1882 fro m Denmark. Dr'o H. V.
!Tescott recieved medical degrees 
fro m the Uni versity of Illinois i n 
l893 and f r om t he Uni ver si t y of 
Eennsylvani a i n 1896. In 1953, he 
wa s honore d by the Ill i mo i s Medical 
AB so ciati on a s a 60 year member an d 
was named ~Ib c to r Emeritus ~. He ha d 
a l oo been named ~Ib c tor of the year 
f or Ill i no i s ". 

Dr ~ames Gay, was a indian do c to r. 
He use d herll an d roo ts an d 0 ther 
natural indegre dents for his medici ne. 
As near as anyo ne kno ws he was part 
Shawnee an d Chero kee indian. His hair 
was co al blac k and hung shoulder 
length, an d had the high cheek bones 
features of the indians.lie was approx
mately 87 years old when he died.He 
lived in the house that i s now the 
Grace Bible Church P.arsonage. 
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MEAT MARKET 


Tn 1918, Ruskin M. Clifton purchas
ed J o shua Smith ' s meat market which was. 
lo cated i n the spac e t hat is now Pat's 
Tap dining r oom, on Oak atreet He oper m 

ated the meat market business at this 
lo cat io n unt il 19 27 , when Mr . Clifton 
relo cated the market i n the no rth part 
of Gibby Tayl or' s building, whi ch. no w 
i s owned by Bett Io u Weatheringto n, 
who oper a t es a beauty sho p at t his 
l ocation on Oak s treet. 

I n 1932, Rusldn Cl i fton ' s son 
Geor ge began working wi th his f ather 
a nd co ntinue d unt i l enter i ng the service 
i n 1942. I n 1946 , aft er Wo rld War II, 
Georg e returned to worki ng in the meat 
market. Short ly therafter Ruskin retired 
and George operat ed the market until May
1974. At that time the meat market 
clo sed. 

In t he early days there was a 
s laughter hous e , in the holler on the 
road that used to go by were Loren 
]b ster and Milford MJrris. live. That 
road used to go through and is now a 
dead end, where the twin houses are. 
Thi s slaughter house was run by Ruskin 
Clifton fo r many years, but chering was 
done for i ndividual and ~ lso for t he 
rrieat market. 

Also some 'butchering was done in 
the back of the meat market until the 
State passed new laws and this. had to be 
disco ntinued. 

There were 0 ther meat markets in 
Lallas. City, Symo nds , that were j uS1; 
meat markets, some had meat in their 
grocery s.tores. 
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ANGUISH 8: WOLFENE,A;.ttGER CO. 

Anguish and Wolfentarg er Co., 
local Ford dealership began in Adrain, 
Illinoi s ,in 1923 and moved to :Dallas 
City that same year • .J.C.Wolfen1' 2;rger 
vias asso ciated with Vi. F. AnG1).ish, farm 
implements were also sold by the firr1. 
In later years, branch agencies were 
operated in Nauvoo, stro nghurst and 
La Harpe. 

W.F.(Frank) Anguish was a prom
inently identified \'vi th agriculture, 
operating farms in the Adrain vicinity. 
He was alsQ president of the Dallas 
City Bank,he promoted the local river 
grain elevator. He served as mayor of 
fullas City and also took an active 
part in bringing the hard r02,d through 
Dallas City.W.F.Anguish passed away 
Sept. 23rd, 1945,at this time his son, 
Raymond took over the business. Ray
mond operated the business until poor 
health caused him to move to the farm 
in 1957. He passed away i':Iar. 17,1973. 
In 1957, ano ther so n lli nald, too k 0 ver 
and has operated the business an d is 
still do ing so. 

Anguish and 1'volfenbarger have 
been presented a plaque for 50years 
of service by tile Ford r.'Iotor Co. 
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ROCK QUARRY 


The quarry, east of Dallas City,
Illinois, on Illimis Route 96, was 
organized in 1946 by Richard and Arthur 
Olson and registered wit h t he s:tate of 
Illino is as Olson Broa.-a partnership.

The quar ry supplies roc k pro ducts 
f or the general public, as well as road 
building materials for the local town
ship, Hancock and Henderson Counties, 
and t he State of Illinois, also agri 
cultural limes to ne for t he area farmers 
and f ert ilizer deal er a , and concrete 
s to ne f or the area's ready-mix plants 
and co ntractors.... 

The quarry ~as owned and operated 
by Olson Bros. oontinuously from 1946
to April 1, 1973, when it merged with 
Raid Quarries and Me dusa AggregateaCo.
of Cleveland, Ohio. The name was changed 
at t hat t i me to the D3.l1aa City Quarry.

I n 1980, Ceasford Conatruction 
Co mpany of Le Grand, Io wa, purchased
the quarry and have operated it sinoe 
then. It is presently kno wn as t he DallaB? 
City Quarry~ 

This was furnished by Richard Ol sen 
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DALLAS CITY ROCK QUARRY started DY the 
Olson Bros. 

Tasti Corner buil t by St eve Lieurance 
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NATHAN R. HENDRICKS -
THE MAN AND HIS BUSINESS 

In 1940, Nathan R. Hendr icks began
business i n Dal las Ci t y operating the Mobil 
f illi ng station with his brother, Whitey,
who was later elect ed road commissioner of 
Dallas township and still holds that posi
tion. Nate also operated the Allis Chalmers 
parts and service during this period. ~e 
filling station was located on Oak Street 
where a Mobil station is still in operation.
The Allis Chalmers parts and service was 
located just west of the four-way stop on 
West Fourth street. 

During 1951, he erected a cement block 
building close to his residence on South 
Oak Street to begin a small engine repair.
and machine shop. For several years, Nate 
also did field tiling for farmers in the 
area using a ditching machine he designed
and built himself. 

In the 1955 elections, Nate was elected 
to the city council for a four-year term 
and then served the next eight years as 
mayor of Dallas City. 

Duri~g his l ifetime, Nate has developed 
a throw-away lawn mower blade, designed a 
cabin cruiser, invented a jet-propelled
engine for canoes and john boats, manufac
tured metal candle molds for hobbyi sts, 
just to name a few of his talents. Hi s 
wife, Mildred "Tommy", has served as book
keeper and assist ant through all of Nate '-s 
endeavors. 
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Dadant & Sons, Inc., from Hamilton, 
Illinois, approached Nate in 1968 to 
manufacture a product called a uBee Blower" 
to remove bees from' ·hives during honey
collecting time. Nate designed a unit that 
is still in,,production today. In 1971, he 
added a complete line of metal beekeeping
supplies. It was in 1972 that he built 
th~ first half of the plant in use today 
to manufacture bee equipment for the industry.
Then in 1974,the second portion of the 
plant was built, making a total of 15,000 
square feet of floor space. There are over 
sixty finished -products manufactured at 
this plant. 

A personal message from Nate and Tommy:
"We believe, after 44 years in business, it 
is time to slow up and take our travel 
trailer on a few trips. Our daughter,
Penny, takes care of the book-work now 
and Rodney Little is the plant manager,
and there are some wonderful and loyal
people working with us. Dallas City has 
been good to us and we will always love 
this town and treasure it as our home. 
We are happy"to have been a part of it 
all thes'e years and hopefully many more. II 
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